
 
 

January 2017 

 
Welcome to the January edition of Streetscene. 
 

Natural Environment 

 

On a cold but bright January afternoon Sarah Forsyth (Ecologist) and James 
McCarthy spent an afternoon in Ashcombe Park with the children of Ashcombe 
Primary School. They had been given ‘DIY’ bird boxes by the Natural Environment 
team, which they assembled with great skill.  

 
Following a brief educational talk, the children found locations for the bird boxes to be 
placed, which were then put in position by Sarah and James. The boxes will be 
monitored by the children with the information they gain used to help with future 
management of the park in relation to the birds that nest in the boxes. 

 

Waste 

 

Recycling and waste contract 
 

The new recycling and waste contract starts on 1 March and new vehicles are already 
starting to arrive in preparation. Pictured are the new Romaquip kerbside recycling 
vehicles. These are different from the ones used presently as they unload material 
automatically rather than having to use a forklift to remove and empty the individual 
recycling material compartment. This is more efficient and a safer operation. 



 
 

Also pictured are the ‘roll-on-off’ vehicle used for picking up containers (skips) at the 
household waste recycling centres and the Garwood narrow access vehicles used to 
service the many narrow and restricted access roads within the district. 
 

  

 
Transfer station 
 
The new transfer station at Westlands Distribution Park, being constructed with push 
walls and bays, is nearing completion. 

       

                                                                                                                                  

 
This new facility will be used to transfer all of the recycling collected. It will then be 
baled up and sold on to reprocessors. 



Area Officers and Community Response 

 

Quarry Way, Nailsea 
 

A large and valuable ash tree’s roots had caused some ground movement creating 
difficulties within the footway and was a potential danger to pedestrians. 
Area Officer Ginny Edney worked closely with Tree Officer Jason Cox to reduce the 
damage to the footway whilst minimising any damage to the delicate roots of an ash 
tree decades in age. Ginny arranged for our maintenance contractor Skanska to 
carefully remove the existing surface layers and, under the watchful eye of Jason, 
relay the surface.  
The pictures show the before and after profiles with the tree prior to some protective 
chippings being laid around the immediate base to complete the job. 
 

     

                  Before                                                                   After 
 

Seafront and Events team 

 

The Hangover 10k  
 
Weston Athletic Club held its annual 
Hangover 10k run on New Year’s Day 
with around 200 runners taking on the 
course around Kewstoke and Sand Bay.  
The winner, from Bristol and West AC, 
completed the course in 32 minutes and 
47 seconds. 
  
The Seafront and Events team worked 
with the organisers to ensure health and 
safety requirements were met and traffic 
management arrangements were in 
place. 



Tropicana Theatre 
 

The winter theatre season at the Tropicana concluded with Fine 
Chisel presenting Beneath the Blizzard. Shows took place on the 
13 and 14 January and were very well attended with over 100 at 
each show. 
 
The Tropicana Theatre is facilitated by the Seafront and Events 
team who are currently working on arrangements for the spring 
and summer season.  
 

Information on upcoming theatre shows will be posted on the Tropicana theatre page 
on the council’s website. 
 
During January the Seafront and Events team also helped with: 
 

 A Classic Car Show in the Town Square, Weston-super-Mare 

 Friends of Watchouse Hill Wassail in Pill 

 Two Marine Conservation Society Beach Cleans in Sand Bay. 

The team made sure applications, risk assessments, insurances and arrangements 
were in place, satisfying partner agencies, before events took place. 

 

Highways and Transport 

 

Major drainage scheme, Abbots Leigh 
 
As the New Year started, so did a major drainage scheme by Highway Operations in 
Abbots Leigh. Flooding on the A369 causing surface water to collect on the highway 
was caused by a blocked pipe draining into a historical pond which had since been 
filled.  
 

 
 
Thinking around the problem by 
drainage engineers Pavel Brasovean 
and Terry Bridgwood resulted in them 
designing and installing a catch pit to 
resolve the drainage issue and 
subsequent surface water.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.n-somerset.gov.uk/my-services/leisure/events/whats-on/tropicana-theatre/


 
 
The drainage solution consists of a pipe leading from the 
highway drain into a catch pit. The catch pit then drains 
surface water into a clean stone soakaway, with an 
overflow pipe draining into a swell if required.  
 
The work was undertaken by our contractor Skanska 
and sub-contractor Oakus.  
 
 
 
                                                                      
 
The flooding issue has 
been resolved using an 
alternative solution.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Minor drainage repairs completed with ‘The Dig Down Crew’ 
 
Highway Operations, thinking outside the box with some new, alternative approaches 
in dealing with flooding issues, have worked with our contractor Skanska to 
create…..The Dig Down Crew.   
 
The Dig Down Crew are a crew of three operatives, an excavator and various plant 
and machinery to deal with problems identified from investigation works previously 
carried out or reported to us via Area Officers and the public. They dig down onto 
broken pipes, repair faulty connections and replace manholes and gullies, all in order 
to solve minor drainage problems and prevent flooding on the highway and to 
residents’ properties. 
 
Utilising the “dig down” gang we have managed to resolve 18 long-standing flooding 
issues with a further 14 schemes having been issued to our contractor for 
programming in the coming months. 
 
Some of the thank yous we have received from local residents include: 
 
“I am just making contact to thank you and the boys for the work you carried out for us 
last week. How successful it will be, only time will tell. I will let you both know when 
we have our next major rain. Thanks again.” 
 
“Thanks for getting this work done, and we are very pleased generally with the quality 
of the work and the improvement it has made.”  



 
The works, which were carried out by Skanska, were organised and supervised by 
Pavel Brasovean and Terry Bridgwood.  

 

Thank yous 

 

Mr P Farringdon wrote in to say: “I reported the dumping of rubbish in the car park 
situated in Newlands Green Clevedon on 17/01/2017. The next day one of your 
vehicles arrived in the morning and your staff removed the rubbish. Thank you for 
your prompt action on this matter. Excellent service.” 
 
Andrew Elliott wrote in to say thank you for fixing the pothole on Strode Road in 
Clevedon. 

 
Mr Bright wrote in to say thank you for repairing the potholes in Brockley Close. This 
was carried out by our term maintenance contractor Skanska, on behalf of our Area 
Officer Pepe Sanjurjo, albeit on an interim basis as the road requires more extensive 
surfacing work, which Pepe has referred through to our colleagues in Highways and 
Transport. 

 
Mr Morgan from Devonshire Court wrote in: “Please compliment the refuse collectors 
who collect the communal bins from Devonshire Court on Moorland Road, Weston. 
There was a considerable amount after Christmas and they took the lot. Excellent 
service.” 

 
June Davidson wrote in to say: “I would like to take this opportunity to say how 
pleased I am with the recycling service, and also how very helpful the men are who 
work at the centre on Valley Road.” 
 
Mrs Linda Masterman of Baytree View phoned in to say thanks to Kyle on LM10 XGP 
recycling who was picking up spillages and keeping roads clean and has done a great 
job. The crews are always good but today with the volumes she felt she had to ring in.  
 
A member of the public wrote in to say: “This isn't a notification or a complaint! It's 
THANKS. For building the bridge over the stream at this location which has made the 
footpath across this field out to Lower Strode usable in all weathers. It's fantastic.  
Truly - a really great improvement to struggling across a very muddy ford on the 
stream, which was unpassable when there had been rain.  
As far as I know, we didn't request it because we didn't know it would be possible to 
have a wooden footbridge at this point. It's really well-constructed, and a great 
innovation. Thank you!” 
 
 

 

 

  



      
 
Councillor Elfan Ap Rees     Councillor Felicity Baker 
Deputy Leader of the Council,   Executive Member for Community, 
Executive Member for Planning,                        Tourism and Leisure, Corporate Communications, 
Highways, Transport,    Electoral Services, Libraries, Licensing 
Economic Development,  
Housing   
      

    
 
Councillor Peter Bryant 
Executive Member for Waste, Streets and Open Spaces 
 

If you would like to know more about Streetscene or our work, contact:  
Mark MacGregor, Head of Streets and Open Spaces, email: mark.macgregor@n-
somerset.gov.uk or Colin Medus, Head of Highways and Transport, email: 
colin.medus@n-somerset.gov.uk. 
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