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Dundry Parish CouncilDundry Parish CouncilDundry Parish CouncilDundry Parish Council    
Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 3

rd
 February 2010 at 7.30pm 

  

Chair: Cllr Kevin Smith 

In Attendance:  Cllrs Richard Thomas, Maggie Keast, Steve McCarthy, Mike Gleave, Bee Peters, David 

Hurford, Holger Laux, Duncan Pittaway 

District Councillor Hugh Gregor, Rev Sandra Lovern 

Clerk: Judith Hoskin 

One parishioner and two members of DRAG were also in attendance 

 
 

03/03/2010 605 - Apologies  

605.1. Apologies had been received from WPC Jackie McDonald and PCSO Michele 

Barrett 

 

 

03/03/2010 606 - Chairman’s Introduction 

606.1. The Chairman thanked Cllr Laux for chairing the previous meeting. He welcomed 

Sandra Lovern to the meeting. 

 

03/03/2010 607 - Declarations of Interest by Councillors in items on the Agenda 

607.1. There were no declarations of interest 
 

 

03/03/2010 608 - Crime Report/Neighbourhood Watch        
608.1. Crime report for preceding month – WPC McDonald had reported to the Clerk that 

crime in the village had remained low in the previous month with only 2 matters being 

reported: 

• A bilking from a petrol station 

• An assault to an off duty PC who came across a road accident on the A38 and was 
assaulted by the car passenger when he tried to stop the man running off. One man 

has been arrested for the assault 

608.2. Neighbourhood Watch Report – Cllr Peters said that she nothing to report. 

 

 

03/03/2010 609 - Invited Guest – The Reverend Sandra Lovern, Assistant Curate, 

Lakeside Group Ministry 

609.1.  Ms Lovern introduced herself and said that she had recently taken over responsibility 

for Dundry church. She was currently spending some time introducing herself to village 

organisations, and hoped to be associated with the village for some years.  

609.2. Ms Lovern thanked the Parish Council for the offer of a rooted Christmas tree for the 

churchyard. She explained that the PCC would be discussing the offer, and, if they accepted 

it, it would then have to be agreed at a diocesan level.   

 

 

03/03/2010 610 - Public Forum  
610.1. A parishioner reported potholes and a large expanse of standing water at the bottom 

of Highridge Lane. He also said that the Downs Road sign at the junction with Crabtree 

Lane was no longer in place, and requested a grit bin in this location. 

 

610.2. Cllr Gregor reported that the price of grit bins had gone up from £110 to £150. The 

Director of Environment had promised to investigate why there should be such a large 

increase. Meanwhile it would be worth ordering them soon to avoid the price rise. 

 

610.3. With regard to potholes, Cllr Gregor said that NSC had a policy of repairing roads in 

order of importance, i.e. ‘A’ roads first, and that the rural lanes would come last. However, 

they would be repaired sooner if it were an emergency. It was agreed that it would be 

helpful to be given an approximate date for repairs.  

Cllr Peters said that favourable comments had been made at the parish plan meeting about 

the speed with which the very large pothole on the Wells Road had been repaired. 

Unfortunately the repair seemed to be breaking up again. The Clerk was asked to report 

these matters 

Cllr Smith advised the meeting that contact details for reporting potholes are: 01934 888 

802 or streetsandopenspaces@n-somerset.gov.uk. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 
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At this point two members of DRAG joined the meeting  

03/03/2010 611 - North Somerset Council Core Strategy /Regional Spatial Strategy 

611.1. Cllr Thomas reported that he had drafted a response to the Core Strategy for which he 

needed the council’s agreement and approval to submit the comments when they were 

finalised. The deadline was 19
th
 February.  

He had outlined at the previous meeting the main aspects of the strategy which were of 

particular relevance to Dundry and he now put forward the comments he proposed that the 

Parish Council should make (see attached notes).In general these were unanimously 

supported by Councillors.  

The exception was Core Strategy item CS14 – Distribution of new housing. The draft 

comment was: ‘Some concern at the total preclusion of new housing in small villages. Some 

flexibility would be welcomed provided it met strict criteria, was small scale and added 

value to the community and its character’. However, after discussion it was agreed that this 

comment should remain. 

It was agreed that Cllr Thomas should finalise these comments and submit them to NSC 

without further discussion.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cllr Thomas 

03/03/2010 612 - South Bristol Urban Expansion ‘Ashton Park’– Planning Application 

612.1. Cllr Thomas had no further information on the progress of the planning application.  
 

 

03/03/2010 613 - Dundry Residents Action Group.  

613.1.  Debbie Nicholls reported that she had nothing of note to add about Ashton Park.  

 

613.2. There was some discussion of the newspaper article mentioned at the previous 

meeting (item 592.2). Cllr Thomas said that he had emailed the journalist but had no reply. 

He confirmed that, as Drag were already aware, Dundry PC had been working with Long 

Ashton and Barrow Gurney Parish Councils but that there is no joint parishes fighting fund. 

He assured DRAG that nothing had been done without informing them. 

 

613.3. Mrs Nicholls asked if DPC were proposing to comment on the revised proposals for 

access roads to the new Stadium. DRAG were of the opinion that traffic on these would 

back up into Dundry parish. Cllr Thomas said that DPC had not intended to comment but 

that he would look again at these proposals before the hearing on 17
th
 February. 

 

613.4. Mrs Nicholls reported that DRAG had objected to the proposed South Bristol Link on 

the grounds that it would have knock-on effects on the Green Belt and was of no advantage 

to Dundry.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cllr Thomas 

03/03/2010 614 - Bristol International Airport Planning Application 

614.1. Cllr Thomas reported on the PCAA meeting held on 26
th
 January. 

The PCAA had agreed to contribute £500 towards a traffic study which Barrow Gurney 

council had commissioned from Pinnacle Transportation Ltd. This report would question 

baseline figures used by BIA.  

Determination of the application had now been postponed until a special meeting of the 

South Area Planning Committee on March 3
rd
. Each side will be allowed a number of 

speakers.  

The PCAA had asked the Government of the South West to ‘call-in’ the application for 

decision by the Secretary of State. DPC had supported this move (as agreed at the previous 

meeting)  

There was concern that NSC were being swayed by the prospect of money towards road 

improvements. However, there was a danger that if Government funding was not 

forthcoming for projects such as the South Bristol Link, this money would not in fact be 

used.  

Should the application be called in, the PCAA does not have sufficient funds for the 

necessary professional advice. They might therefore be calling on their members to 

contribute.  

The PCAA had submitted detailed comments on BIA’s noise consultation and would be 

circulating comments on the Draft Core Strategy for approval before submission. 
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03/03/2010 615 - Report from District Councillor Hugh Gregor 

615.1.  Bristol International Airport - Cllr Gregor reported that Winford Parish Council had 

discussed BIA and had voted to support calling in the application. They had also agreed to 

offer £500 towards the traffic report commissioned by Barrow Gurney Parish Council. 

He asked for guidance on how to vote at the South Area Committee meeting on March 3
rd
.  

Councillors stressed their concern that NSC should not allow itself to be swayed by 

promises of money towards road improvements from BIA, particularly since, even if full 

funding were available, no satisfactory solution to traffic problems had been put forward. In 

its recent amended proposals the airport said that it had addressed concerns raised at the 

other area committees but in fact had addressed none of them.  

Councillors unanimously agreed that the application should be refused unless BIA satisfied 

all criteria laid down by North Somerset Council and responded to all the comments made 

by local communities. Failing that, passenger numbers should be capped at 8mppa.  

 

615.2. Cllr Gregor reported that he had attended the following meetings: 

Tuesday 5
th
 Jan: Meeting of the Council’s Executive and Full Council Meeting 

Wednesday 13
th
 January: Chaired a meeting of the South area Planning Committee 

Thursday 14
th
 January: Full council Meeting 

Tuesday 19
th
 January: Schools Reorganisation Working Group 

Monday 25
th
 January: meeting to discuss residential parking issues, particularly at 

Portishead.  

Wednesday 27
th
 January: Children and Young Persons Scrutiny panel. 

 

615.3 In answer to a query from Cllr Smith, Cllr Gregor said that schools reorganisation had 

mainly involved expansion of Birdwell Primary School in Long Ashton, amalgamations of 

some Nursery and Junior Schools, and the closure of Felton school and the new building at 

Winford School. Councillors were concerned that Dundry school might lose pupils to 

Winford because of the superior facilities there. 

 

 

At this point Cllr Pittaway joined and  Ms Lovern left the meeting  

03/03/2010 616 - Minutes of the Meeting of Dundry Parish Council – 13/01/2010  

616.1. The minutes of the previous meeting were signed as a true and accurate reflection of 

proceedings – Proposed Cllr Keast, seconded Cllr Thomas 

 

 

03/03/2010 617 - Matters Arising 

617.1. Sports field floodlighting: Cllr Pittaway reported that he had not received the Minor 

Works Certificate promised for the electrical work to the floodlighting. It was also noted 

that the scaffolding had not been removed. The Clerk was asked to write to the Sports and 

Social Club requesting action within a fortnight. 

 

617.2. Hill Road turning circle, CCTV. Cllr Laux had circulated further proposals for CCTV 

in advance of the meeting. It was agreed that Option 2 of these second proposals should be 

adopted, together with sign type PS, A3, in Aluminium. Cllr Laux would order the 

equipment and seek three quotations for installation. He would also look into options for the 

contact number on the signs. 

Cllr McCarthy undertook to talk to residents of Hill Road to explain the proposals. 

 

 

 

Clerk 

 

 

 

 

Cllr Laux 

Cllr 

McCarthy 

At this point Cllr Gregor and the members of DRAG left the meeting  

03/03/2010 618 - Parish Plan Report 
618.1. General – Cllr Laux said there was little new to report on the Parish Plan, although 

the committee intended to investigate ways of improving internet reception in the village. 

The next newsletter would come out in the spring. 

 

618.2. Dundry Day – date now fixed for June 5
th
. The steering group had lots of ideas for 

making it a successful and enjoyable day. It was agreed to advance a loan of £500 towards 

up-front expenses, subject to production of a financial plan for approval of the Parish 

Council. 
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03/03/2010 619 - Wildlife Survey  

619.1. Grant application – Cllr Peters was awaiting a reply from NSC. She had approached 

BRERC who had agreed to do the survey as a training day on 29
th
 April. This would reduce 

the cost considerably.  

Cllr Peters tabled a leaflet produced by Pensford Parish Council to demonstrate the type and 

quality of leaflet she proposed, together with prices from a local firm who were offering to 

do the artwork as well. She noted that costs depended on numbers printed. Councillors 

agreed that the suggestions were excellent. Cllr Thomas would find out how much money 

the Malago Society would be prepared to put towards these. 

 

619.2. Avon Wildlife Trust had requested help with establishing ownership of various 

known wildlife sites in the parish. Cllr Hurford had agreed to meet a representative of the 

Wildlife Trust. It was thought unlikely that this could be linked in with the wildlife survey 

DPC wished to do. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cllr Peters 

 

Cllr Thomas 

 

 

Cllr Hurford 

03/03/2010 620 - Streets & Open Spaces 

620.1. There had been considerable amounts of mud left on West Dundry Lane. The Clerk 

was asked in the first instance to talk to the farmer in question to request that the road 

should be cleaned. 

 

620.2. The lanes generally were noted to be more muddy than usual as a result of the banks 

being eroded during the snow, and much litter was in evidence. The Clerk would ask NSC 

about the possibility of a Parish Gang to do some tidying up. 

 

620.3.  ‘Winter maintenance’; A sum had been included in the budget for ‘winter 

maintenance’ This could be used simply to buy and repair grit bins, or some research could 

be done into alternatives such as asking NSC to deliver grit and salt to farmers. Cllr Hurford 

said that although farmers were allowed to clear essential access to their farms they were 

not, strictly speaking, supposed to clear roads generally.  

After some discussion, and bearing in mind the imminent rise in price of grit bins (see item 

610.2), it was agreed to purchase three grit bins, and decide later where they should be 

located. 

 

Clerk 

 

 

 

Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 

03/03/2010 621 - NSC – new refuse collection arrangements 

621.1. It appeared that NSC were hoping that parish councils would help them sort out any 

problems with the new refuse collection arrangements. Cllr McCarthy would attend a 

briefing at NSC on 9
th
 March.  

 

Cllr 

McCarthy 

03/03/2010 622 - Parish Councillor Vacancy 

622.1. The Clerk reported that there had been no request for an election. It was agreed that 

the parish councillor vacancy would now be advertised 

622.2. Responsibilities to be taken over:  

Healthcare Liaison Officer – only occasional, could be done as required. 

Senior Community Link Team representative – Bee Quick to continue  

Community Cars Co-ordinator – Cllr Laux would take this over 

 

Clerk 

03/03/2010 623 - Community Cars - Chew Valley Scheme  

623.1. Cllr Laux would, if possible, attend the meeting about setting up a Chew Valley wide 

community transport scheme.  

 

Cllr Laux 

03/03/2010 624 - Planning 

624.1. Applications received:  
624.1.1. 09/P/2220/F   Myrtle Tree Cottage, 58 Dundry Lane – Erection of detached 

double garage for the storage of personal cars to replace existing garage 

Objection for the following reasons: The proposal is overlarge and out of 

scale with the adjoining properties. It is sited on rising ground and will be 

very prominent in what is a rural setting. The proposed structure is of an 

industrial form, using materials that do not conform with materials used in 

nearby buildings. 

624.2. Applications Granted by NSC:   None 

624.3. Applications Refused by NSC:   None   
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03/03/2010 625 - Clerk’s Report 

625.1. The Clerk had circulated with the agenda a report on the past month. She noted in 

particular the following points: 

• Potholes were being reported to North Somerset Council as they became apparent. 

• The drainage in Ham Lane should now be complete, apart from the resurfacing 

which would be done in a couple of months’ time. 

• Dog control measures were now in place on the Playing Field 

• Various problems at the junction of Dundry Lane/Highridge Road had been reported 

to NSC 

• NSC had cleared a drain on Broadoak Hill which should have solved the problem of 

water running across the road and forming ice in cold weather. 

• She would shortly be meeting Fay Powell from NSC to discuss some of the 

outstanding items. 

 

625.2. The Clerk had attended a half-day course for new Parish Clerks which she had found 

interesting and informative. She circulated a report on the course for Councillors to read at 

their leisure. 

 

625.3. The date of the Annual Parish Meeting was set for Thursday 22nd April 2010. the 

Clerk would advertise this in the Parish News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 

03/03/2010 626 - Finance 

626.1. Precept Notification and Budget: the Finance Committee had met, prepared the 

budget, and set the Precept at £6,000. This was slightly higher than the previous year but 

generally in line with the agreement at the previous meeting that the precept should not rise 

significantly. Despite Councillors’ desire to keep the precept low, it was recognised that 

expenditure would now eat into reserves and that the precept would probably have to rise in 

the following year.  

 

626.2. The meeting agreed that Cllr Laux should be an additional signatory for the bank 

account. The mandate form was completed.  

626.3. Financial Report/Clerk’s Time Sheet 

626.3.1. The Clerk presented the updated financial report 
626.3.2. The Chairman signed the Clerk’s timesheet 

626.4. Payment of the following cheques was approved: 

626.4.1. C/N 100291 – £25.00 - ALCA (Clerks Short Course) 
626.4.2. C/N 100292 – £338.01 - Judith Hoskin (January wages, stamps)  
626.4.3. C/N 100293 – £278.07 – Dundry Residents Action Group (costs of public 

meeting 28/06/2009) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 

03/03/2010 627 - Correspondence of note  

627.1. The following correspondence of note had been received 
627.1.1. PCAA                          Request to support Call-in 
627.1.2. Community Action Chew Valley Transport - meeting 9th Feb 
627.1.3. Avon Wildlife Trust Ownership of sites in Dundry 
627.1.4. NSC                          February NS Life waste and recycling pages 
627.1.5. Avon Wildlife Trust  Ownership of sites in Dundry 
627.1.6. NSC                          Council working to tackle pothole problem 

627.1.7. ALCA                          SGM - re subscriptions 

 

 

03/03/2010 628 - Items to be noted for discussion at next meeting 

628.1. No items raised at the meeting were noted for discussion at the next meeting 
 

 

 

There being no further business, the meeting ended at 10.50pm. 

 

Copies of the full minutes of the meeting of Dundry Parish Council held on Wednesday 3
rd
 February 2010 

can be found on village notice boards, on the parish website or obtained from  

the Clerk, Mrs Judith Hoskin – Tel: 0117 9642804 

The next meeting of Dundry Parish Council will be held on Wednesday 3rd March, 2010 


