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Dundry Parish CouncilDundry Parish CouncilDundry Parish CouncilDundry Parish Council    
Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting held on Wednesday, 5th February 2014 at 7.30 pm  

 (These minutes are subject to approval at the next meeting) 
 
Chair: Cllr Holger Laux 
In Attendance: Councillors Ralph Gay, Jane Pellowe, Richard Thomas, David Hurford, Maggie Keast, 
Simon Fiddian, Steve McCarthy, Gordon Murphy 
Clerk: Judith Hoskin 
Also in attendance: Steve Saunders (President Dundry Athletic F.C.), Geoff Baker (Manager Dundry A.F.C) 
 

05/02/2014 - 1569 Apologies  
1569.1. Apologies had been received from Cllr Nancy Jennings 

Actions 

05/02/2014 - 1570 Declarations of Interest by Councillors in items on the Agenda 
1570.1. There were no declarations of interest.  

 

05/02/2014 - 1571 Request by Dundry Athletic Club to erect a rail round the football pitch 
adjacent to the village hall.   
1571.1. Cllr Laux summarised the discussion to date about the rail round the football pitch. 
In September 2013 the Sports and Social Club had approached the Parish Council with a 
request to erect a fixed rail round the football pitch nearer to the hall. This was because Dundry 
Athletics Football Club (DAFC) had recently been promoted to the First Division of the Somerset 
Football League (SFL) and, if they wished to progress further to the Premier Division, would 
need to erect this rail round the pitch in the season during which they hope to achieve promotion 
(i.e before they know whether they had been promoted).  
The Parish Council, while having some reservations about this proposal, had suggested that 
DAFC consult other users of the playing field. DAFC accordingly consulted the village hall 
committee and the school, and advertised their proposal in the Parish News. Initially very few 
comments had been received. However, Cllr Laux had recently become aware of concern 
among parishioners and Councillors and had therefore called this extraordinary meeting to 
resolve the matter.  
 
1571.2. The representatives of DAFC said that the consequences of not having the rail in place 
were that they would not be promoted even if they were placed high enough in the First Division. 
They still had hopes of being promoted as they had games in hand.  
The materials for the rail would be paid for from money they had raised in the last few years. It 
would be erected free of charge by one of their members. The inclusion of a removable stretch of 
rail in front of the village hall would be within the budget but any further removable sections 
would add considerably to the cost. There was also the question of how to store the sections of 
rail when removed. Removing and re-erecting the rails would be time-consuming, and could not 
be achieved after each match. It would however, be possible to remove the rails over the 
summer and for special events.  
Councillor Hurford said that he might be able to help with storage.  
 
1571.3. Councillors asked whether it would be possible to have the rail round the far pitch as this 
would be preferable. The Clerk said that she had spoken to a representative of the SFL who had 
said this would be acceptable. DAFC said that they understood that in the Premier Division there 
was a maximum distance that players were allowed to walk from the changing rooms. 
  
1571.4. Councillors also asked whether other measures such as floodlighting or stands were 
likely to be needed if the club moved further up the league. DAFC said that the Premier Division 
of the SFL was the highest they were aiming for as promotion to the next league would be 
beyond their financial means. The rail was the only addition they were required to make. 
Promotion would not mean an increase in matches and they did not expect a large increase in 
numbers of spectators.  
 
1571.5. After considerable discussion, during which various permutations of removable and fixed 
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rail were discussed, a vote was taken and Councillors voted thus:: 
1) Near pitch - For a fully fixed rail, apart from a short section of removable rail from the 

pre-school garden to the opening for emergency vehicles by the playground and a 
similar emergency opening on the other side  – two in favour. 

2) Near pitch - For a fixed rail on the short end behind the goal-posts and removable rails 
on both sides – seven in favour.  
Cllr Keast left the meeting at this point 

3) Far pitch - If it were allowable to have the rail round the far pitch seven councillors would 
accept the far side rail being fixed and the near-side rail being removable. This would 
lower the cost.  

It was therefore agreed that either solution 2 or solution 3 would be acceptable with solution 3 
being the preferred one. DAFC would make enquiries with the Somerset Football League about 
use of the far pitch.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DAFC 

05/02/2014 - 1572 Sunday League football matches 
1572.1. Councillors asked about the matches being played on the playing field on Sunday 
mornings. DAFC said that this was a small Sunday League and the Team was Withywood 
United. Dates of the matches had been sent to the Parish Council and the Village Hall 
committee. DAFC said that the additional pitch fees helped finance the maintenance of the 
sports field. 
1572.2. Councillors said that the Parish Council had a responsibility to safeguard the interests of 
the village and under the terms of their licence for use of the field the Sports and Social Club 
should have asked permission to hold additional matches. Councillors asked DAFC to write to 
them explaining exactly the relationship between the three teams using the playing field and the 
Sports and Social Club, numbers of matches played by each team in a season and a breakdown 
of maintenance costs and pitch fees paid.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DAFC 

05/02/2014 - 1573  - Councillors hoped that following this meeting communications between the 
Sports and Social Club/DAFC and the Parish Council and other users of the field would now be 
improved.  A suggestion was made that the Sports and Social Club might like to be the focus of 
Dundry Day.  

 

 
There being no further business, the meeting ended at 8.45 pm. 

Copies of the full minutes of the extraordinary meeting of Dundry Parish Council held on Wednesday 5th 
February 2014 can be found on the village notice boards, on the parish website (www.dundry.org.uk) or 

obtained from  
the Clerk, Mrs Judith Hoskin – Tel: 0117 9642804, email: parishclerk@dundry.org.uk 
Abridged versions are available in the Parish News and in the Chew Valley Gazette. 

The next meeting of Dundry Parish Council will be held on Wednesday 12th February, 2014  
 


