
DU�DRY PARISH COU�CIL 
Minutes of the Meeting of Dundry Parish Council 

Held on Wednesday 1
st
 April 2009 at 7.30pm 

 
Chair:  Cllr Kevin Smith 

In Attendance:  Cllrs Jane Swyer, Maggie Keast, Bee Peters, Bee Quick, David   

                            Hurford, Holger Laux & Mike Gleave.   

                            District Cllr Hugh Gregor,  

Clerk:                 Julie Smith 

 

One member of the public joined the meeting for the public forum 

 

01/04/09 456 – Apologies  

           Cllr Duncan Pittaway, Cllr Richard Thomas, WPC Jackie  

           McDonald, PCSO Michele Barrett, Debbie Nicholls (DRAG),  

           Dave Nevitt, Parish Plan Cmt, Claire Hawkins, NSCPLO.                        

                

 

01/04/09 457 – Crime Report for Preceding Month/ 

                         �eighbourhood Watch 

457.1   No crime report available although the Chairperson reported  

         that he was aware of recent drug related arrests at the Hill Road  

         turning circle.  Following an enquiry from an East Dundry  

         resident, Cllr Keast had been advised by the Police that North  

         Somerset Council are wholly responsible for removing and  

         clearing the residual debris of burnt out cars in the Parish. 

457.2   Cllr Peters praised the actions of an Upton Lane resident who 

had alerted the Police to two suspicious vans parked in the car 

park of the Carpenters Tavern. The vans were found to be 

connected to recent thefts of diesel fuel.  Newsletter are currently 

being distributed to volunteers for delivery to residents which 

contain useful telephone numbers that Parishioners are 

encouraged to take note of for future use.  The Clerk was asked 

to publish the Police non-emergency contact number again – 

0845 4567000. 

Cllr Hurford advised the Council that he had had cause to contact 

the Police on 31
st
 March 2009, initially using the non-urgent 

number, but with no response from this, the 999 number, but still 

waited half an hour to speak to an operator.  The Clerk was asked 

to seek an explanation to this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTIO�: 

Clerk 

 

 

 

 

ACTIO�: 

Clerk 

01/04/09 458 – Matters Arising 

458.1 Notice Board/Signs – Cllr Gleave reported that the new notice 

board was now in situ at the A38 garage. It can be found on the 

external wall of the Plev car sales. He reported the cost to be 

£150 which the Council had agreed to pay, although Cllr 

Gleave reported that the much of the refunded money would be 

donated to charity.  Thanks were given to Cllr Gleave for 

organizing the manufacture of the board and to Parishioner, 

John Ogborne, for the installation.  The Clerk advised that new 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



sign for the village hall notice board should be ready soon. 

458.2 Streets & Open Spaces Issues – the Chairperson was delighted 

to report that North Somerset Council have confirmed that 

funding has been allocated to resurface Dundry Lane, Church 

Road & West Dundry Lane during this current financial year.  

No firm date has been set, but as the road will need to be 

closed, it is intended to carry out the work during a school 

holiday in order to minimise disruption.  The Chair speculated 

whether or not an email he had sent and had had read out on 

BBC Radio Bristol regarding the lack of attention to Dundry by 

North Somerset Council, had helped with the final decision! 

Cllr Smith also reported that North Somerset Council have 

indicated that they may be able to carry out repair work to the 

drains in Ham Lane this financial year, which all agreed is very 

good news. 

458.3 Hill Road Turning Circle - the Chairperson reported that he had 

made enquiries regarding the cost of boulders for placing at the 

turning circle to force a ‘hammer head’ turning area, but these 

were very expensive.  However, Cllr Keast is willing to donate 

some very large stones which may be of use. 

458.4 Football Disruption to Crabtree Lane Residents – Cllr Swyer 

asked if there had been any progress with preventing footballs 

being kicked into gardens. The Clerk didn’t have any news on 

this and will therefore pursue. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTIO�: 

Clerk 

01/04/09 459 – Minutes of the Meeting held 4
th
 March 2009 

The Clerk pointed out that she had omitted the date of the village 

cricket match/Dundry Day – 7
th
 June. The minutes were then signed as 

a true and accurate reflection of proceedings – 

         Proposed:  Cllr Hurford         Seconded:  Cllr Peters 

 

 

01/04/09 460 – Public Forum 

As the one attending member of the public had attended the meeting to 

speak about a planning issue included on the agenda in the Planning 

Section, the Chair, with Cllrs agreement, brought forward this item:  

the owner of ‘builders yard’, Highridge Road, Dundry, had written to 

and attended the meeting, to seek the view of Dundry Parish Council 

regarding the sale and use of his land.  The site is within the green belt 

and any application to build a residential property has been, and will 

continue to be refused by North Somerset Council.  The owner has had 

an offer for his land, but is concerned that the resulting commercial use 

could cause undue disruption to neighbours.  He is committed to 

ensuring that residents neighbouring his land are not inconvenienced in 

any way and is convinced that the building of a bungalow is the best 

way forward.  However, years of seeking planning permission, with 

expert help, guidance and advice, have proved fruitless.  Cllr Gregor 

advised that in a situation like this, ‘special circumstances’ must be 

proved in order to persuade NSC to approve an application for a 

residential dwelling in green belt, and with the support of Dundry 

Parish Council, offered to speak directly to Simon Exley, Planning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Leader of the South Area Committee and took all the necessary 

information.  In the meantime, Cllr Swyer will try to ascertain the 

views of the residents neighbouring the land concerned.   

 

ACTIO�: 

Cllrs 

Gregor/ 

Swyer 

01/04/09 461 – Dundry Residents Action Group 

                         No report available 

 

 

01/04/09 462 - �orth Somerset Council Core Strategy – South  

                        Bristol Urban Expansion 

Cllr Keast advised Councillors that she will attend a further meeting 

regarding North Somerset Council’s Core Strategy on 24
th
 April.  The 

Clerk was asked to contact NSC and request an agenda and pre-

briefing notes. 

The Chairperson read out a letter from the Leader of North Somerset 

Council, Cllr Nigel Ashton, detailing the Council’s continued 

opposition to the proposed South Bristol Urban Expansion. 

 

 

 

ACTIO�: 

Clerk 

 

01/04/09 463 – Report from District Councillor Hugh Gregor 

Cllr Gregor gave details of the many meetings, committees and 

training he has attended over the past month, as diverse as a Children 

& Young Peoples Services Scrutiny Panel to a meeting with Avon Fire 

& Rescue Authority. 

 

01/04/09 464 – Parish Plan 

The Chairperson expressed concern with the way that the Parish Plan 

Committee is pushing forward with certain actions, without the wider 

ratification of the Parish Council. A draft Parish Plan newsletter had 

been circulated to those Councillors with email access and paper 

copies were distributed to those at the meeting.  A discussion followed 

regarding the items contained in the paper, including exactly whose 

contact details should be given out.  The Chair felt that it was 

unnecessary to direct enquiries for all village organisations through the 

Clerk, and this was accepted by the Parish Plan Committee.  Further 

items for discussion included a bulk buy oil club and an on-line 

community forum which will enable members of the public to post 

comments and questions for the Parish Council, and view items such 

as a potholes map.  Concerns regarding an on-line forum were 

expressed, with questions being raised over its management and 

control.  However, after much discussion, it was agreed to trial an on-

line forum and Cllr Laux will set this up. 

Cllr Peters reported that she arranged for Jane Lewthwaite of Age 

Concern, to attend the village lunch club on Friday 17
th
 April, to talk 

about health, independence and quality of life for older people.  This 

had been advertised on the village notice boards. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTIO�: 

Cllr Laux 

01/04/09 465 -  Bristol International Airport 

Cllr Gregor advised Councillors of a briefing at Bristol International 

Airport on Monday 6
th
 April 2009.  Cllrs Keast and Thomas were 

aware of this and Cllr Keast will attend, accompanied in Cllr Thomas’s 

absence by Cllr Smith.  Cllr Thomas had asked the Chair to read out 

the minutes of a recent meeting of the Parish Council’s Airport 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Association.  However, as these were quite lengthy, the Chair reported 

that he would arrange for these to be circulated to Cllrs with the 

minutes of the Parish Council meeting. 

Cllr Keast that the Upton Lane residents who had offered assistance 

with work to oppose the expansion of BIA had been now been 

contacted. 

 

 

ACTIO�: 

Clerk 

01/04/09 466 – Planning 

466.1  Declaration of Interests – Cllr Quick took no part in the      

           discussion regarding 52 Dundry Lane. 

466.2 Applications Refused 

          09/P/0016/F: Colliters Brook Café, Layby off A38 Bridgwater  

          Road, Dundry; Erection of two storey front extension & a first  

          floor extension above the café. 

466.3 Applications Granted 

          09/P/0136/F: Royal British Legion, 106 Dundry Lane, Dundry;  

           Erection of a single storey extension to west elevation to  

           incorporate disabled access, lobby & toilet. 

466.4 Application Update 

          09/P/0258/O 52 Dundry Lane, Dundry: Outline planning   

           application for the replacement of the existing B1 unit with a  

           newly built dwelling and work unit and associated  

           parking/cycle provision and bin storage, with access, layout and  

           scale not  reserved for subsequent approval 

           09/P/0259/O – 52 Dundry Lane, Dundry: Outline application  

           for the replacement of existing unit with a newly built B1 unit  

           with a newly built dwelling and work unit and associated  

           parking/cycle provision and bin storage, with access, layout  

           and scale not  reserved for subsequent approval –  

           Councillor Gregor advised that he had spoken to �orth  

           Somerset Council regarding Dundry Parish Councils concerns.   

           They did not however, share Cllrs concerns over highway   

           access. This application may be taken to the South Area Cmt. 

466.5  Downs Farm – North Somerset Council’s enforcement officer    

           has advised that the new building should be subject to planning  

           permission. 

466.6  58 Dundry Lane – concerns have been raised regarding work  

           carried out in the garden of 58 Dundry Lane.  A large concrete  

           base has been laid and access to the property widened.   

           Enquiries will be made to ascertain the intended use and ensure  

           proper permissions are put in place. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

01/04/09 467 – Annual Parish Meeting 22
nd
 April 2009 

The Clerk distributed the agenda and minutes of last years APM and 

advised Cllrs that unfortunately, North Somerset Council’s Streets & 

Open Spaces Section were unable to send an officer to address the 

meeting.  On the request of Cllr Thomas, the Clerk had contacted 

developers, Bakers Associates, to ask them to bring their exhibition of 

their plans for the housing development along the A38 to the meeting 

for Parishioners to view.  After discussion, the agenda for the APM 

was agreed and the Clerk will post on all four village notice boards. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTIO�: 

Clerk 



01/04/09 468 – Public Transport 

Cllr Quick advised that she had investigated the reported withdrawal 

of ‘First’ bus service 121 which runs between Weston Super Mare and 

Bristol.  ‘First’ had advised her that they are in fact, seeking an 

alternative operator for the service. 

The Clerk had tried to ascertain progress on the request to move the 

bus stop at the bottom of Dundry Lane away from the parked cars.  

However, as she had received no update from North Somerset Council, 

she will continue to pursue this matter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTIO�: 

Clerk 

01/04/09 469 – Clerks Report/Finance 

469.1  The Clerk submitted her time sheet which was duly approved  

           and distributed an updated finance report. 

469.2  The Clerk reported that she had received the 2008/2009 Audit  

           papers from the external auditor, Mazars.  The internal audited  

           accounts have to be submitted by 30
th
 June 2009. 

469.2  Approve Cheques Paid/ to be Paid: 

  C/N 100251 £400.00 DPS re Parish Plan printing 

          100252 £  18.06 Mrs S DaSliva re Parish Plan distribution 

          100253 £318.73 Mrs J Smith March wages/postage exp. 

 

 

 

 

 

01/04/09 470 – Correspondence 

470.1    NSC re Town & Parish Council Community Emergency Plans 

470.2    NSC re cessation of Parish Plan Work 

470.3    Bristol International Airport – acknowledgement of Dundry   

             Parish Council Views on Development 

470.4    Bristol International Airport – invitation to informal  

             presentation and further discussion opportunity – Monday 6
th
   

             April 2009 

470.5    Mrs L Hooper re permission to use fireworks at Dundry Hall –  

             November 2009 – Clerk to respond & copy to DVHT 

470.6    NSC re Special Expenses 

470.7    NSC – invitation to attend workshop re Core Strategy 24
th
  

             April 2009 

470.8    NSC re Standards Committee Meeting 26
th
 March 2009 

470.9    Mazars re Audit of Accounts 2008/2009 

470.10  HSBC Bank Statement 

470.11  Avon Fire & Rescue Service re community involvement 

470.12  Cllr Nigel Ashton (Leader NSC) – ‘responding to the  

             challenge of proposed housing growth in North Somerset. 

470.13 North Somerset Partnership – invitation to nominate  

             representative 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTIO�S 

Clerk 

 

Appendix to Meeting – Crime Report 

4 people arrested for drug offences in the turning circle, Hill Road 

1 x theft of a car believed taken by 2 people who had crashed a stolen 

car from Bristol in Winford 

Theft from a garage left insecure between October and now 

Theft from a motor vehicle. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting ended at 10.12pm. 

Copies of the full minutes of the meeting of Dundry Parish Council held on Wednesday 1
st
 April 2009 

can be found on village notice boards, on the parish website or obtained from the Clerk, Mrs Julie 

Smith - 0117 978 4209. 


