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Dundry Parish CouncilDundry Parish CouncilDundry Parish CouncilDundry Parish Council    
Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 6 th April 2011 at 7.30pm 

(These minutes are subject to approval at the next meeting) 
 
Chair: Cllr Holger Laux 
In Attendance:  Cllrs Bee Peters, Nancy Jennings, David Hurford, Richard Thomas, Ralph Gay, Steve 
McCarthy, Maggie Keast 
District Councillor Hugh Gregor 
2 parishioners were also in attendance for the Public Forum 
Clerk: Judith Hoskin 
 
06/04/2011 912 - Apologies 
912.1. Apologies had been received from Cllr Duncan Pittaway and Claire Dyke (NSC Parish 
Liaison Officer). (Apologies were later received from PC Trevor Byford who had been 
unexpectedly delayed elsewhere).  

Actions 

06/04/2011 913 - Chairman’s Introduction 
913.1. The Chairman welcomed all present 

 

06/04/2011 914 - Declarations of Interest by Counci llors in items on the Agenda 
914.1. Cllr Jennings declared an interest in item 926.1.1 (1 Mendip Villas, Crabtree Lane) 

 

06/04/2011 915 - Minutes of the Meeting of Dundry P arish Council – 02/03/2011  
915.1. The minutes of the meeting held on 2nd March 2011 were agreed as a true record 
(Proposed Cllr Hurford, seconded Cllr Keast) 

 

06/04/2011 916 - Crime Report/Neighbourhood Watch         
916.1. No police were present but after the meeting PCSO Michele Barrett sent the 
following crime report for the preceding month: 
There had been four crimes: 
2 x Theft (manhole covers)  
1 x Making off without payment (Bilking)  
1 x Criminal Damage.  
 
916.2. Neighbourhood Watch Report   
916.2.1. There had been reports of manhole and gulley covers being stolen for their scrap value.  
916.2.2. The police had recently set up a ‘Farm Watch’ scheme. This was similar to 

Neighbourhood Watch but aimed at farmers and other landowners to alert them of 
thefts taking place and contacting them direct on their mobile phones.  

916.2.3. A newsletter had been received from PC Trevor Byford. 
(More information on all these matters can be found on the village website). 

 

06/04/2011 917 - Public Forum  
917.1. A parishioner living in a house opposite the church on Church Road reported that cars 
parked against the church wall were narrowing the road so much that large vehicles were 
damaging the step outside her house. Councillors agreed that this was a problem but said that 
there was no easy solution as the cars were parked legally. Measures to limit parking here has 
been considered in the past but not thought to be desirable. After some discussion it was 
suggested that the parishioner might paint the sides of the step to make it more visible and see if 
that improved matters. The Clerk would also raise this with Fay Powell at the next meeting with 
her.  
Cllr Gregor joined the meeting at this point 
917.2. A parishioner had attended the meeting to talk about planning applications 11/P/0443/F 
and 11/P/0444/F. He explained that he had submitted alternative proposals because he could 
not yet decide which was preferable. Councillors had no objections to either of these 
applications (see items 926.1.2&3)  
917.3. A parishioner had complained that he had damaged his car on a dip in the road by the 
hairpin bend. Cllr Laux would inspect this to see if there was a new dip or the existing dip had 
worsened and report back.  
917.4. Related to the previous item Cllr Thomas reported that there were new potholes on 
Highridge Road. Councillors felt that potholes were reappearing where the road had already 
been filled and that not sealing the edges was a false economy.  
917.5.  

 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Laux 
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06/04/2011 918 - Report from District Councillor Hu gh Gregor 
918.1. Cllr Gregor reported that he had attended the following meetings: 
8th March - NSC Audit Committee workshop on assessment of major risks and ways of 
mitigating them. 
9th March – 2 site inspections in Winscombe with the South Area Planning committee, Chaired 
Joint Consultative Committee (discussions between unions and  management,  South Area 
Planning committee.                          
15th March – attended meeting of the NSC Executive 
21st March – as a substitute attended the employment Committee hearing an appeal against 
wrongful dismissal. 
30th March – Children and Young Persons Scrutiny Panel, discussing enlargement of three 
schools in Weston-super-Mare and various targets such as for reducing numbers of 
unauthorised absences from school. 

 

06/04/2011 919 - Finance 
919.1. Two financial reports had been circulated before the meeting (end of year 2010-2011 and 
April 2011). These were approved (proposed Cllr Thomas, seconded Cllr Gay) 
919.2. The Chairman signed the Clerk’s time sheet 
919.3. Payment of the following cheques was approved: 
From general Parish Council funds 
919.3.1. Cheque no 100344 - £166.74 – ALCA, annual subscription 
919.3.2. Cheque no 100345 - £341.66 – J Hoskin, March wages 
From Hill Top Walk fund: 
919.3.3. Cheque no 100346 - £29.44 – Bee Peters – stationery 
919.4. The Clerk noted that she had received the audit papers from the auditor. 

 

06/04/2011 920 - Parking and traffic 
920.1. Heavy Lorries on Dundry Lane - A parishioner had contacted the council about the 
number of heavy lorries using Dundry Lane. It was thought that some of these came from 
Downs Farm but that others were illegally using Dundry Lane and Highridge Road as a shortcut. 
This was an ongoing problem. The Clerk would investigate what measures could be taken.  
920.2. Parking/Traffic congestion on Church Road. No further discussion (see item 917.1) 
920.3. School wall - Cllr Peters reported that it was hoped that the work on the school wall would 
be completed during the school holidays.  

 
 
 
 
Clerk 

06/04/2011 921 - Playground monthly report   
921.1. Cllr Jennings reported that the grant application (for nearly £50,000) had been 
successful. The committee would be meeting the Community Spaces facilitator the following day 
to discuss the next steps. 
921.2. It was agreed that at this stage there should be another Parish Councillor involved with 
the committee. Cllr Gay agreed to take this on.  

 

06/04/2011 922 - Advertising for Village Orderly  
922.1. There was some discussion about the duties of a village orderly and whether the same 
person would do general clearing, litter picking and maintenance as well as playground grass 
cutting. It was agreed that a contractor with their own insurance and a vehicle would be 
preferable to an employee.  
Cllr Laux would contact the Winford parish councillor with responsibility for their village orderly 
for some advice, and, depending upon the result of this, Cllr Jennings would make some 
enquiries among companies advertising to do this type of work.  

 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Laux 
& 
Jennings  

06/04/2011 923 - Parish Plan   
923.1. Hill Top Walk and Dundry Day 
Cllr Peters and Cllr Gay had inspected the board in the car park and concluded that it could be 
satisfactorily repaired. Cllr Peters had brought the final designs of the notice and the leaflets. 
Councillors thought they were excellent apart from a couple of minor changes that were needed. 
Dundry Day (on 22nd May) would now include a family treasure hunt as well as a group walk 
round the route led by Cllr Hurford. There would be a chance to have a picnic or food provided 
by the Friends of Dundry School at lunchtime and cream teas in the afternoon. The Clerk was 
asked to confirm the times (10am – 5pm) that the hall would be required with the hall booking 
clerk.   
Further arrangements would be made by Cllrs Peters, Laux and Hurford. 

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk/ 
Cllrs 
Peters 
Laux 
Hurford 

06/04/2011 924 - Dangerous bend on Wells road  
924.1. Cllr Laux reported that a meeting had been held with residents and Robert Westhead, a 
representative from North Somerset Council. Mr Westhead had agreed that this appeared to be 
a dangerous spot but confirmed that because no accidents had been reported no money would 
be forthcoming from NSC for signage.  However, he had supplied prices for various options.  

 
 
 
 
Cllr 
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Councillors felt strongly that NSC should not wait for an accident to happen before taking action. 
It was agreed to write to NSC, with a copy to Cllr Ap Rees. 

Laux/ 
Clerk 

06/04/2011 925 - Report on PCAA meeting  
925.1. The minutes of the PCAA meeting held on 22nd March had been circulated previously. 
Cllr Thomas noted that North Somerset Council had indicated that they would be expecting the 
PCAA, local residents and the Airport Consultative Committee to help them monitor the many 
conditions on the application, as the council did not have sufficient resources. Representatives 
at the PCAA meeting thought this was unacceptable with such a complex project and it had 
been agreed to write to NSC expressing this view.  

 

06/04/2011 926 - Planning 
926.1. Planning Applications received: 
926.1.1. 11/P/0354/F Mendip Villas, Crabtree Lane, Dundry, BS41 8LN – erection of 

replacement porch. (Cllr Jennings had declared an interest as this was 
her property. She reported on her discussions with the planning officer in 
charge of this application and then left the meeting while the application 
was discussed) – No objections 

926.1.2. 11/P/0443/F Colliters House Bridgwater Road Dundry BS13 8AH - Erection of a 
detached garage and car port with annexe over. Works to include 
balcony over carport.- No objections 

926.1.3. 11/P/0444/F Colliters House Bridgwater Road Dundry BS13 8AH  
Erection of a detached garage and car port with annexe over. – No 
objections 

926.1.4. 11/P/0465/F Rockery Bonsai Gardens, Highridge road, Dundry BS41 8JY 
Change of use from agricultural building to a self-contained dwelling 
ancillary to Gransden House to include 3 no dormers to south-east 
elevation and 6 rooflights to north-west elevation with amended access 
to nursery, erection of cycle shed and bin store - Reservations about 
the proposed change of use from agricultural use to create 
another dwelling within the Green Belt, and the potential loss of 
the nursery business with its attendant opportunities for 
employment. No objection to the proposed alterations to the 
building.  

 
926.2. Applications Approved by NSC : None 
926.3. Applications Refused by NSC: None 

 

06/04/2011 927 - Clerk’s Report 
927.1. Report on past month (circulated with agenda) 
927.1.1. The Clerk noted in particular that: 
• Two offenders were likely to be arrested and charged over the fly tipping in the Hill Road 
turning circle. 
• Lack of availability of the hall meant that there was no suitable alternative day to hold Parish 
Council meetings. 
• Cllr McCarthy confirmed that the litter appeared to have been cleared from the Hill Road 
turning circle but was already accumulating again. Fly tipping into the field was also very bad. 

 

06/04/2011 928 - Correspondence requiring action/di scussion/noting (not dealt with 
elsewhere on the Agenda) 
928.1. NSC New Procedure for planning applications – Councillors 

generally content to view applications online but there might 
be some applications where paper copies might be 
requested.  

928.2. Fay Powell Stolen gulley covers - noted 

928.3. A & S police Re fly tipping case Hill Road turning circle - noted 

928.4. Churchill School Inviting comments on proposal to become an academy – 
Cllrs had no particular comments but Dundry School is in 
Churchill cluster and might want to comment. Cllr Peters to 
check with Headteacher.  

928.5. NSC Residential Design Guide for comment - noted 

 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr 
Peters 
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928.6. Cllr Calway leader of S 
Glos Council & chair of WEP 

Response to letter about LEP interim board - noted 

 
928.7. Comments/queries arising from complete correspondence list (circulated with agenda) 
06/04/2011 929 - Items to be noted for discussion a t next meeting  
929.1. The Clerk was asked to include the triangular piece of land at the bottom of Dundry Lane 
in the Clerk’s Report.  

 
Clerk 

 
There being no further business, the meeting ended at 10.10 pm. 

Copies of the full minutes of the meeting of Dundry Parish Council held on Wednesday 6th April 2011 can be 
found on the parish website (www.dundry.org.uk) or obtained from  

the Clerk, Mrs Judith Hoskin – Tel: 0117 9642804, email: dundryclerk@tiscali.co.uk 
Abridged versions are available on the parish noticeboards, in the Parish News and in the Chew Valley 

Gazette. 
 

The next meeting of Dundry Parish Council will be h eld on Wednesday 11 th May 2011  
 


