
DU�DRY PARISH COU�CIL 
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of Dundry Parish Council 

Held on Wednesday 6
th
 May 2009 

 

 
Chair:  Cllr Kevin Smith 

 

In Attendance:  Cllrs Maggie Keast, Jane Swyer, Bee Quick, Richard Thomas, David   

                            Hurford, Mike Gleave, Holger Laux & Duncan Pittaway 

 

Clerk:                 Julie Smith 

 

Present:  Four members of DRAG & Georgie Bigg, Chair, CPRE North Somerset 

 

06/05/09 471 – Apologies   

Cllr Bee Peters, WPC Jackie McDonald & PCSO Michele Barrett. 

                                             

 

06/05/09 472 – Election of Officers 2009/2010 
Before proceeding with the election of officers, the Chairperson read out a 

letter from Cllr Swyer, tendering her resignation from Dundry Parish 

Council.  With some regret, the Chair accepted Cllr Swyer’s resignation 

and thanked her on behalf of the whole Council for her support and effort 

during her nine years as a serving Parish Councillor.  Cllr Smith’s 

comments were concurred with by all present. 

 

472.1  Chairperson – Cllr Kevin Smith – proposed Cllr Gleave 

                                                                  seconded Cllr Hurford 

472.2  Vice Chair – Cllr Holger Laux – proposed Cllr Thomas 

                                                                seconded Cllr Quick 

472.3  Planning Committee – Cllr Maggie Keast 

                                                Cllr David Hurford  

                                                Cllr Richard Thomas 

                                                                   proposed Cllr Pittaway 

                                                                   seconded Cllr Quick 

472.4  Financial Sub-Committee – Cllr Maggie Keast 

                                                        Cllr Holger Laux 

                                                        Cllr David Hurford 

                                                        Cllr Kevin Smith 

                                                                   proposed Cllr Thomas 

                                                                   seconded Cllr Swyer 

472.5  Playing Field Committee -   it was unanimously agreed that a  

           playing field committee is no longer necessary.  It was however, felt  

           necessary to have a delegated liaision officer and Cllr Pittaway  

           volunteered himself for this role -   proposed Cllr Smith 

                                                                    seconded Cllr Hurford 

472.6  Parish Council Representative of Consolodated Charities Trustees 

   Cllr Mike Gleave 

               proposed Cllr Smith 

               seconded Cllr Keast 

 



472.7  Parish Councils Airport Association Representatives - 

      Cllr Richard Thomas 

      Cllr Maggie Keast 

               proposed Cllr Laux 

               seconded Cllr Swyer 

472.8  Parish Plan Committee        -  Cllr Holger Laux 

                                                           Cllr Bee Quick 

                                                           Cllr Bee Peters 

                                                           Cllr Duncan Pittaway 

                                                                     proposed Cllr Hurford 

                                                                     seconded Cllr Gleave 

472.9 Streets & Open Spaces – a new unanimously committee agreed 

upon – 

                                                            Cllr Duncan Pittaway 

                                                            Cllr Holger Laux 

                                                                      proposed Cllr Keast 

                                                                      seconded Cllr Thomas 

 

06/05/09 473 – Dundry Consolidated Charities & Symes Charities 

Cllr Swyer gave a brief report on the income to and donations from the 

charity.  £100 was distributed amongst four Parishioners at Christmas 

leaving a current balance of £67.78.  Current trustees are Rev, Charles 

Roberts, Mr Peter Mitchell and retiring Cllr Jane Swyer.  

 

 

06/05/09 474 – Crime Report for April 2009/�eighbourhood   

                         Watch            

474.1 WPC McDonald forwarded the following crime report – 

2x garage breaks 

5 theft from cars (we had a small run of crimes around The Steps, 

Ham Lane area – this seems to have stopped) 

1 criminal damage 

1 theft of lead 

2 non residents arrested for drug offences 

474.2  No NW report. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

06/05/09 475 – Matters Arising 

475.1 Village Hall Notice Board Sign – Clerk awaiting receipt 

475.2 Hill Road Turning Circle – Cllr Smith still has to arrange for the 

installation of stones to form a ‘hammer head’ turning space.  He is 

aware of a small cost involved and after discussion, it was agreed 

that as long as the quotation for costs does not exceed £150, he 

should proceed as planned.  Cllr Smith suggested that residents of 

Hill Road and The Steps be written to in order to advise them of the 

hammer head idea and of its temporary, trial nature.  The Clerk was 

asked to undertake this task.  

475.3 Dundry Lane Bus Stop – the Clerk reported that she had still not 

heard from North Somerset Council re moving the bus stop at the 

bottom of Dundry Lane slightly up the hill.  She advised however, 

of a series of emailed enquiries from someone naming themselves 

 

 

 

ACTIO�: 

Cllr Smith 

/Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



only as ‘Q’, who seemed concerned with the idea of moving the 

stop.  The Clerk reported that she had invited ‘Q’ to make formal 

representation, either in person or writing, but had received nothing 

to date. 

 

 

06/05/09 476 – Minutes of the Meeting held 1
st
 April 2009 

The minutes of the meeting held on 1
st
 April 2009 were signed as a true 

and accurate record. 

                                           Proposed Cllr Thomas 

                                           Seconded  Cllr Quick 

 

 

 

 

07/05/08 477 – Minutes of the Annual Meeting held 22
nd
 April 2009 

The minutes of the annual meeting held on 22
nd
 April 2009 were signed as 

a true and accurate record. 

                                           Proposed Cllr Hurford 

                                           Seconded Cllr Gleave 

 

06/05/09 478 – Public Forum 

478.1 Cllr Swyer had been approached by Parishioner Chris Glover 

seeking petrol expenses for his motorised strimmer which he uses 

extensively to help keep the village tidy.  He is also keen to tidy the 

finger post on the A38 and sought paint for this job.  It was agreed 

to reimburse Mr Glover for petrol and paint, upon production of 

receipts. 

478.2 The Chair had sought a formal quotation for the general 

maintenance of the grass verges etc, not already maintained, and this 

was passed to the Streets & Open Spaces Committee for their 

consideration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTIO�: 
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06/05/09 479 – District Councillors Report 

None available. 

 

 

06/05/09 480 – Dundry Residents Action Group 

Debbie Nicholls, Chair, DRAG, gave a brief report of the groups activities 

and requested a ‘stand’ at the Dundry Day, scheduled for 7
th
 June, to which 

there were no objections.  She then introduced Georgie Bigg, Chairperson 

of CPRE (North Somerset) & Avonside Executive Member, who 

proceeded to report on CPRE’s support to various action groups and parish 

councils regarding the destruction of the greenbelt.  She expressed CPRE’s 

grave concern that the Regional Spatial Strategy figures for housing needs 

are expressed only as a minimum and commented on their request that the 

figures are revised to reflect actual need.  The results on the consultation of 

the RSS are due at the end of June and CPRE are working to organise a 

final ‘push’ with the aim of repeating the 35000 responses to the original 

consultation and forcing the Government to take notice.  CPRE hope to 

secure much support for this final push from action groups, parish councils 

and individuals alike.  After further general discussion, Cllr Thomas spoke 

on behalf of Dundry Parish Council offering any support necessary.  Ms 

Biggs thanked Cllr Thomas and advised that CPRE may need a 

representative of Dundry PC to speak to the press and the Council as a 

whole needs to raise awareness and encourage Parishioners to write in 

objection to the RSS.  Debbie Nicholls advised that DRAG are organising 

a ‘road show’ and Cllr Keast suggested ‘Save our Greenbelt’ banners, 

 



which all agreed was a good idea.  Funding for banners and other material 

was discussed and it was agreed that Dundry Parish Council should 

contribute towards costs.  Chris Pope, DRAG member offered to seek 

quotes for banners and contact the Clerk with cost details. 

 

06/05/09 481 – �orth Somerset Core Strategy 

Cllr Keast reported on her attendance at a recent meeting with North 

Somerset Council regarding the ‘Spatial Strategy & Visions’.  This is a 

draft document for consultation, the main points of interest to Dundry PC 

being the proposed removal of settlement boundaries making us part of the 

rural countryside with no new houses permitted, unless it is for essential 

rural workers or replacement dwellings.  Barrow Gurney & Long Ashton 

Parish Councils have requested a separate meeting with NSC re this draft 

strategy, and Dundry PC will join this meeting when the time comes. 

Cllrs Keast and Thomas will meet to draft a formal response on behalf of 

Dundry Parish Council. 
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06/05/09 482 – Parish Plan 

482.1 General Update - Cllr Laux reported that Parish Plan newsletters had 

been delivered by volunteers and Parish Plans had been put into 

strategic locations around the Parish.  He reported on a problem with 

the Dundry Day scheduled for 7
th
 June in as much as the hall is 

already booked out that day.  After much debate, it was decided that 

the Sports & Social Club should be approached regarding the use of 

their hall and Cllr Pittaway agreed to make contact.   

482.2 Amendment to Parish Council Agenda Format - Cllr Laux suggested 

amending the format of the agenda for Parish Council meetings to 

fit the headings of the Parish Plan.  A lengthy discussion followed 

after which it was agreed that the current structure of the agenda 

should not be disrupted but any Parish Plan item needed specific 

mention should be brought forward as an agenda item in its own 

right. 

482.3 Village Website – it was with much regret that all acknowledged the 

withdrawal of the village website from the internet.  Problems have 

arisen with mixed messages being given by the Parish Council and 

the Parish Plan Committee and a discussion followed with the aim 

of rectifying this.  A way forward was finally agreed and the Clerk 

was asked to set up a meeting with the website volunteer and Cllrs 

Smith & Laux in order to try to get the website up and running 

again.  It was also agreed that any costs incurred should be met by 

the Parish Council. 

Cllr Thomas advised that he had been approached by a representative of 

Dundry Women’s Institute who have members willing to join the Parish 

Plan Committee.  However, the WI monthly meeting clashes with that of 

the Parish Plan Committee.  Cllr Laux undertook to deal with this matter. 

Cllr Thomas had also been advised that Dundry Village Hall Trust were 

affronted over perceived criticism on its accounts management.  Cllr Laux 

offered apologies on behalf of the Parish Plan Committee and assured all 

concerned that this was not intentional. 
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06/05/09 483 – Planning 

483.1    Application Granted 

09/P/0290/F: Dundry Inn, Church Road, Dundry;  Change of use 

from public house to a mixed use of public house and bed & 

breakfast accommodation. 

09/P/0231/F: Quarry Cottage, Downs Road, Dundry;  Replace 

wooden fence panels on east facing boundary with 2m high stone 

wall 

483.2    Application Refused: 09/P/0258/O: 52 Dundry Lane, Dundry;   

             Outline application for the replacement of the existing building  

             with a newly built dwelling & work unit & associated  

             parking/cycle provision & bin storage, with access, layout &  

             scale not reserved for subsequent approval. 

483.3    Applications Received 

             09/P/0572/LDP: Myrtle Tree Cottage, 58 Dundry Lane,  

             Dundry;   Lawful development certificate for proposed use &  

             erection of a garage for cars. 

             09/P/0643/F: Bridgwater Farm, Bridgwater Road, Dundry;  

             Change of use & conversion of existing barn into 11no letting  

              rooms, 4no rooms for staff accommodation & ancillary rooms  

              including the raising of roof & the construction of 2 new  

              dormers to east elevation. Conversion & change of use of store  

              room including raising of the roof to create a first floor level  

              for use as acupuncture therapy rooms (retrospective)     

483.4     Application Withdrawn 

              09/P/0259/O: 52 Dundry Lane, Dundry, Bristol;  Outline  

              application for the replacement of existing unit with a newly  

              built B1 unit & associated parking/cycle provision & bin  

              storage with access, layout & scale not reserved for subsequent  

              approval. 

An enquiry was made regarding the situation with the new building at 

Downs Farm, and whether Dundry Parish Council should continue to 

ensure that appropriate permissions are in place.  It was not possible to 

reach agreement on this subject and the Chair therefore called a vote on 

whether North Somerset Council should be asked to look into this matter 

more thoroughly.  The vote was carried (7 for, 1 against & 2 abstain) and 

the Clerk was therefore asked to send a letter already drafted, to NSC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTIO�: 

Clerk 

06/05/09 484 – Finance 

484.1 The Clerk’s time sheet was signed and an updated financial report 

circulated showing the actual carry forward figure from 08/09.  

Further to the earlier discussion concerning financial support to 

actions to save the greenbelt and stop/reduce the SW urban 

expansion, the Clerk was asked to insert a new budget heading 

‘Greenbelt Campaign’ and allocate £800 from the 08/09 carry 

forward.  Cllr Gleave was concerned that the Parish Council should 

not be seen to be financial backers to DRAG as it is important for 

the Council to maintain an element of impartiality.  However, Cllr 

Thomas disagreed to a certain extent and felt that it is right that the 

Parish Council support appropriate expenditure by DRAG.  After 
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further discussion, all agreed to proceed with the new budget 

allocation – proposed   Cllr Pittaway   seconded  Cllr Quick. 

484.2 Approve Cheques Paid/To be Paid 

C/N 100254 £11.75 EDF Energy 

        100255 £150.00 Cllr Gleave (A38 notice board costs) 

        100256 £338.50 Allianz Insurance (Public Liability) 

        100257 £50.00 Parish Councils Airport Assoc Subscription 

        100258 £35.00 Information Commissioner (Date Protection) 

        100259 £200.00 Dundry Parochial Church Council (Parish                    

                                          Magazine/Church floodlight contribution) 

        100260 £333.33 Mrs J Smith – April Wages 

        100261 £48.97 Cllr Laux re Parish Plan printing costs 

                                                                       Proposed  Cllr Swyer 

                                                                       Seconded Cllr Thomas 

484.3 Approval & Audit of Accounts 2009/2010 

The Clerk was pleased to report that the accounts for the last 

financial year had been internally audited and were ready for 

submission to the external auditor, if approved by Councillors.  The 

accounts for 2008/2009 were formally approved – 

                       proposed  Cllr Thomas   seconded  Cllr Keast 

The Clerk advised Councillors that it was with some regret that she had 

decided to resign from her post and submitted a letter of resignation 

effective from 31
st
 August 2009.  Her resignation was accepted and thanks 

were given, on behalf of Dundry Parish Council, for all her hard work over 

the last two and a half years.  An advert for a replacement Clerk will be 

placed in the parish magazine.  
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06/05/09 485 – Correspondence 

485.1    CPRE re Calor Village of the Year 

485.2    NSC re Road Clearance during Severe Weather 

485.3    Allianz re Insurance 

485.4    NSC re South Area Committee 15/04/09 

485.5    ALCA Newsletter 

485.6    North Somerset NHS Equality Scheme 

485.7    Equality & Human Rights Commission re Public Sector Duties 

485.8    PCAA Subscription Invoice 

485.9    CPRE AGM (16/05/09) Invitation 

485.10  NSC re Notice of European Parliamentary Election 04/06/09 

 

 

 

 

There being no further business, the meeting ended at 10.45pm. 

Copies of the minutes of the meeting of Dundry Parish Council held on Wednesday 

6
th
 May 2009 can be found on village notice boards, on the parish website or obtained 

from the Clerk, Mrs Julie Smith - 0117 978 4209. 

 


