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DU�DRY PARISH COU�CIL 
Minutes of the Meeting of Dundry Parish Council 

Held on Wednesday 2
nd
 September 2009 at 7.30pm 

 
Chair:  Cllr Kevin Smith 

In Attendance:  Cllrs Richard Thomas, Holger Laux, Bee Peters, Maggie Keast, Duncan Pittaway, Mike 

Gleave, David Hurford, Steve McCarthy (co-opted at meeting) 

District Councillor Hugh Gregor 

Clerk: Judith Hoskin 

 

Two parishioners attended for the public forum  

 

02/09/09 514 – Apologies  

Cllr Bee Quick, WPC Jackie McDonald, PCSO Michele Barrett, Debbie Nicholls (DRAG)                          
 

02/09/09 515 – �ew Clerk 

515.1  The meeting welcomed the new Clerk and introductions were made 
 

02/09/09 516 – Crime Report for Preceding Month/�eighbourhood Watch 

 

516.1  In the absence of WPC McDonald there was no crime report for the preceding 

month 

 

516.2  Cllr Peters had nothing specific to report on Neighbourhood Watch. However, she                    

had noticed that cars parked partially on the pavement on Dundry Lane had been issued 

with Police notices reminding the owners that they had parked illegally. 

Cllr Thomas remarked that parking on the pavement was also a problem in Crabtree Close. 

It was agreed that the Clerk would ask PCSO Barrett if notices could be put on these cars 

as well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTIO�: 

Clerk 

02/09/09 517 – Matters arising 

 

517.1 Parish Councillor Vacancy. It was agreed to move this item forward on the 

Agenda as a potential new councillor was present.  

Steve McCarthy had expressed an interest in joining the Parish Council. He introduced 

himself briefly as working in the IT industry and having lived at the bottom the Steps in 

Dundry for about ten years.   

It was agreed to co-opt Mr McCarthy to the Parish Council  

Proposed: Cllr Gleave 

Seconded: Cllr Pittaway 

Cllr McCarthy and the Clerk signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office                       

in the presence of the meeting and Cllr McCarthy was given a Declaration of Members 

Interests form to complete and return to the Clerk. 

 

517.2  Streets & Open spaces – Hill Road turning Circle 

Since the removal of the hammer head turning area in the Hill Road turning circle Cllr 

Thomas had had a meeting with a representative of the North Somerset Council 

Environmental Protection Department who had agreed to look at possible options. This 

was ongoing at present. 

Meanwhile Cllr Laux had been investigating the possibility of CCTV. He had brought 

along a sample of a suitable camera with night vision and motion detection, with a wireless 

control unit which needed to be a maximum of 100m away from the camera and would 

need protection from the weather. An electricity supply would also be needed. Pictures 

were captured on memory cards which could be removed for viewing. He tabled a 

photograph of the area with suggestions of where to locate the camera. The same design of 

camera could be used at the Village Hall if required. The unit would cost about £100, plus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTIO�: 

Cllr 

McCarthy 
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the costs of installation and providing a waterproof box if necessary. 

After some discussion Councillors agreed that areas particularly needing clarification 

were: 

i)  The legal implications of use of CCTV in a public place 

ii) How to provide an electricity supply. 

The Chair thanked Cllr Laux for researching this information. It was agreed at present to 

await the response from the Environmental Protection Dept. before taking any further 

action towards installing CCTV 

 

517.3: Ham Lane drainage 
Cllr Smith reported that this work was due to be done at half term. (week beginning 26

th
 

October)  Cllr Thomas reported that letters had been sent to residents and a  meeting would 

possibly be arranged with Alan Ingersent  of  NSC Highways department before work 

commenced. 

 

517.4: Carriageway re-surfacing: It was agreed that on the whole this had run very 

smoothly, with access to and from the village maintained at most times. NSC had received 

a letter from a parishioner thanking Alan Ingersent for the efficient way the work had been 

done. 

 

517.5: Dangerous bend on Dundry Lane  

During August Cllr Quick had attended a meeting with the residents of two properties in 

Dundry Lane, together with Mark Sellick (Chief traffic Management Engineer at North 

Somerset council) and PCSO Michelle Barratt, to discuss the increasing number of 

accidents at the bend near Greenditch Farm and the possibility of traffic calming measures. 

Various possibilities had been discussed and Mr Sellick had agreed to put forward draft 

proposals by August 21
st
. These had not yet been received and the clerk was asked to 

enquire after them. 

Some discussion ensued and several councillors expressed concern about introducing 

rumble strips or excessive signage. 

 

517.6: Dog Control Measures for Village Playing Field 

Cllr Smith reported that the Public Consultation about banning dogs from the playing field 

had closed and the next step was for North Somerset Council to provide signs. 

Cllr Laux said that he had been asked about the possibility of providing dog mess bins 

generally in the village.  

Cllr Gregor said that in his parish of Winford signage alone appeared to be working. 

Winford had decided against bins because of the prohibitive costs of maintaining and 

emptying them. 

Councillors agreed not to pursue the questions of bins any further. 

 

517.7 Parish Website – councillors’ photographs 

Councillors were all in agreement that their photographs and names could appear on the 

parish website provided Mike Searl (the website editor) was happy to include them. 

It was felt that if one photographer could be found to take all the photographs a more 

consistent appearance could be achieved.  

Cllr Smith said that he would approach Mike Searl about including the photographs and 

also raise the possibility of Mr Searl coming to a meeting of the Parish Council to take 

them.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTIO�: 

Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTIO� 

Cllr Smith 

02/09/09 518 – Minutes of the Meeting held on 1
st
 July 2009 

The minutes were signed as a true and accurate reflection of proceedings – 

         Proposed:  Cllr Laux        Seconded:  Cllr Hurford 

 

 

 

02/09/09 519 - Public Forum 

519.1 An attending parishioner said that the fingerpost pointing up to Dundry (worded 

‘Dundry 1¼’) from the A38 had been broken for some time, and that the dustbin from the 
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bus-stop lay-by had disappeared.  

It was agreed to ask North Somerset council to repair/replace these.  

 

519.2  An attending parishioner (Jane Swyer) said that a group of parishioners wished to 

tidy up the bottom section of the churchyard which was covered in compost and 

rubbish. She thought there were graves under this. The work needed a tractor and 

trailer or a skip and she asked if the Parish council would be prepared to fund this.  

Councillors thought that this was a legitimate use of Parish council funds and it 

was agreed that Mrs Swyer could go ahead with arranging for a skip for which the 

Parish Council would pay. 

 

519.3 There was discussion of a large sycamore tree by the gate opposite the 

school which really needed to be cut down before it began to damage the wall. It 

was thought unlikely that this tree was subject to a Tree Preservation Order but the 

meeting was not sure whose responsibility it was. It was agreed that in the first 

instance Mrs Swyer would contact the Parochial Church Council about it. 

(Cllr Peters said that she had recently contacted Jason Cox, North Somerset 

Council’s Tree Preservation Officer, and the Environmental Record Centre about a 

different tree which a parishioner had cut down. From this she had established that 

a there were a few protected trees in the village but that otherwise owners were at 

liberty to fell trees if they wished) 

 

519.4 ‘Casualty’ 

Cllr Smith reported that a scene from the Christmas Special of Casualty was to be 

filmed on Upton Lane from 8
th
 – 10

th
 September. A portion of Upton lane would be 

closed to traffic and the producers would do a leaflet drop to affected properties. 

 

519.5 �ew head teacher at Dundry School 

A new head (Miss Rhiannon Price) had just started at Dundry School. The clerk 

was asked to write to her welcoming her to the village and inviting her to attend a 

meeting of the Parish Council at some point 

ACTIO�: 

Clerk 

 

 

 

 
ACTIO� 

Jane Swyer 

 

 

 

 
ACTIO� 

Jane Swyer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTIO�: 

Clerk 

 

02/09/09 520 - Dundry Residents Action Group 

 

520.1 Apologies had been received from Debbie Nicholls of DRAG. There was therefore 

no discussion with DRAG but the following agenda item covered the subject of the South 

Bristol Urban Expansion 

 

02/09/09 521- �orth Somerset Council Core Strategy/Regional Spatial Strategy  

521.1 South Bristol Urban Expansion 

Cllr Thomas reported that DRAG were keen to work with the Parish Council on the 

Ashton Park Planning application. He felt this could be mutually beneficial. 

A full planning application for Ashton Park has been submitted to North Somerset Council 

but NSC has returned it to the developers with requests for clarification of several items. 

When the application is returned to NSC there will be a limited time for comments, and it 

is a huge application. Cllr Thomas said that a Dundry resident who is a professional 

environmental consultant had offered to help with the Environmental Impact Assessment. 

The developers’ consultants had also told the joint parishes (Dundry, Barrow Gurney & 

Long Ashton) that they would help to highlight key points, but Cllr Thomas pointed out 

that this should be treated with caution as they were acting for the applicants. 

The NSC Planning Officer dealing with the application had been in touch asking how the 

Parish Council would like NSC to consult.  

Cllr Thomas said that in his opinion the Parish Council should ask as a minimum for 

sufficient information for all parishioners to understand what is being proposed and the 
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full implications. He would also like North Somerset Council to organise a public meeting 

to discuss the proposals. 

It was agreed that Cllr Thomas would draft a reply to Mr Tate. 

521.2 – University of Bristol, land at Long Ashton. 

Cllr Thomas said that the University would be submitting a separate application for 

developing land they own at Long Ashton. Exhibitions would be held as follows: 

Thursday 10
th
 and Friday 11

th
 September, 3-7pm in the Long Ashton British Legion 

Saturday 12
th
 September, 11am – 5pm in the Jubilee Pavilion at the Long Ashton 

Community Centre. 

Members of the project team would be there from 5-7pm on 10
th
 September and 12-2pm 

on 12
th
 September. 

Cllrs Keast and Hurford agreed to attend the exhibition and report back. 

 

521.3 –�ew Bristol City Football Stadium: The application for this had been in for some 

time. Cllr Thomas confirmed that no comments had been sent from Dundry PC. 

 

521.4 – Regional Spatial Strategy. Cllr Thomas reported that there had been a delay to 

approval of the RSS because of legal challenges in the East of England. However, the  

Government Office for the South West had written to all councils in its area confirming 

that they should be giving weight to the RSS even though it had not been formally 

approved. 

ACTIO�: 

Cllr 

Thomas 

 

 

 

 

ACTIO�: 

Cllrs Keast 

& Hurford 

02/09/09 522 – Bristol International Airport 

 

522.1  Cllr Thomas reported that the Planning sub-committee had sent the Parish Council’s  

comments on BIAs planning application to North Somerset Council. These comments 

were all in accordance with the general views of Councillors expressed at previous 

meetings and Councillors agreed that these comments should be formally adopted by the 

Parish Council. 

Proposed: Cllr Keast 

Seconded: Cllr Pittaway 

 

522.2  Cllr Gregor said that he understood that the Planning Officers dealing with the 

application would be shielded from the public while considering the application and that it 

would then be sent to the NSC South Area Planning Committee in December. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

02/09/09 523 – Report from District Councillor Hugh Gregor 

 

523.1 Cllr Gregor reported that he had attended briefings on various topics including, on 

July 15
th
,  the Bristol International Airport planning application, on July 22

nd
, the School 

Meals Service, and, on July 31
st
, new plans for recycling. He had also attended the South 

Area Planning committee meeting on August 12
th
 and the Audit Committee on 1

st
 

September . 

 

523.2 Recycling. Cllr Gregor said that from March 2010 there would be significant 

changes to the recycling provision in North Somerset. This is driven by the fact that the 

cost of sending rubbish to landfill was shortly to rise from £40 per tonne to £70 per tonne. 

Among plans being discussed were food waste collection, collections on Bank 

Holidays, and recycling of plastics, tetrapaks and corrugated cardboard. The 

Council was trying to find solutions suitable for each household, and they were 

also considering introduction of wheelie bins. 

Three contractors had tendered for the work and a decision would be made in the 

next month.  

Cllr Gregor said that parish councils would be in the frontline to ensure the new 

arrangements ran smoothly and the Clerk and the Chairman would be invited to a 

briefing during September. Between October and March the public would be 
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informed and NSC were committed to ensuring that any potential problems were 

resolved. 

02/09/09 524 – Parish Plan 

 

524.1 Cllr Laux reported that the second Parish Plan Newsletter had been printed and 

circulated, and news items were now being collected for the next issue to be produced 

before the end of the year. He asked for an article from one of the councillors – perhaps 

describing the work of the Parish Council. 

Cllr Thomas said that he thought that the newsletter struck the right note, but he was 

surprised that it made no mention of the two major issues affecting the Parish – the airport 

and the South Bristol Urban Expansion. The Planning sub-committee had been working 

extremely hard on both these issues. Cllr Laux promised to make sure that these items 

would be included in the next newsletter. 

 

524.2 Cllr Laux also reported the following items: 

• The Village Hall committee had new members and agreement had been 

reached about storage in the Hall 

• There had been no progress on the play area but it was hoped to get 

something done before next year 

• There had been very little interest in the suggestion to buy heating oil in 

bulk 

 

524.3 Cllr Laux raised the following points arising from the Parish Plan 

Questionnaire: 

• Questions had been raised about the possibility of some sort of healthcare 

provision in the village. Councillors were not sure what was meant by this, 

and felt that it was too vague and not a realistic ambition. However, it was 

agreed to put details of surgeries and NHS drop-in centres in the next 

newsletter and to continue to publicise, and recruit to, the Community 

Transport Scheme. 

• Traditional Building Materials: The Parish Plan Committee were still keen 

to find some way of promoting the use of appropriate materials in building 

projects round the parish. Cllr Thomas reiterated his view from the previous 

meeting that the Parish Council has no remit to produce these sorts of 

guidelines, and can only comment on plans put before them. He also said 

that if the NSC draft core strategy is approved there will be no new 

development in Dundry itself so that such guidelines would probably be 

redundant. Cllr Gregor commented that NSC planners can impose 

conditions on materials used.   

 

524.4 Cllr Smith thanked Councillor Laux for his hard work on the Parish Plan 

Committee and associated newsletter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTIO�: 

Cllr Laux 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTIO�S: 

Cllrs Laux 

& Quick 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

02/09/09 525 – Parish Plan - Dundry Day 2010 

 

525.1 Cllr Peters said she had approached the Parochial Church Council about the 

possibility of combining Dundry Day with St Giles’ Fair. The PCC would appreciate 

offers of help but, as discussed at the previous meeting, it did not appear that the aims of 

the two events were the same. After some discussion, it was agreed to have a May fair, 

possibly on May 8
th
, as long as this didn’t clash with any major sporting events.  

Cllr Peters would advertise in the Parish Magazine for volunteers to set up a May Fair 

Committee. Cllr Pittaway said that the Sports and Social Club should be approached early 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTIO�: 

Cllr Peters 
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on so that there were no matches being played on the Sports Field on that day  

Cllr Gregor left the meeting at this point  

02/09/09 526 – Wildlife Survey 

526.1 Cllr Peters had been researching a field boundaries project which parishes in Bath & 

North East Somerset had undertaken with the help of the District Council and various 

agencies. This involved walking the boundaries of fields surveying hedgerows, trees and 

wildlife and recording what was there. Training was available to collect data that can be 

processed at the Environmental Records Centre. A day’s training for 8-10 people costs 

£200.00. She tabled pages from the West Harptree survey as an illustration. 

Councillors thought this was an interesting idea and would be particularly useful in the 

area of the proposed South Bristol Urban expansion. Cllr Hurford said that farmers were 

required to map boundaries annually which would make a good starting point. Cllr Peters 

was asked to pursue this and perhaps find someone from a parish which has taken part in 

the scheme who could come to a meeting to talk about it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTIO�: 

Cllr Peters 

02/09/09 527 – Adoption of BT payphone – Church Road, Dundry 

527.1 The Clerk read to the meeting a letter received from BT inviting the council to adopt 

the red telephone kiosk outside the Dundry Inn for the price of £1.00. BT considered that 

mobile network coverage was good in Dundry (which some of the councillors disputed) 

and apparently only 20 calls had been made from the box in a year. Once ownership of the 

kiosk had been transferred the parish could use it for whatever purpose they chose. 

The Clerk was asked to find out more detail, including how difficult the boxes were to 

maintain, whether it is on land belonging to the Dundry Inn, and the opinion of the owners 

of the pub. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTIO� 

Clerk 

02/09/09 528 – Planning 

528.1  Declaration of Members Interests: None 

 

528.2  Applications Received 

           09/P/1131/F: Stables at Elwell Farm, Winford Lane, Dundry. 

Cllr Thomas said that this was an application to convert a stable building into           

holiday lets. He commended the design which was of high quality and designed to be a 

sustainable as possible. 

           09/P/1151/F:  Windwhistle, Downs Road, Dundry. – "o objection 

           09/P/1166/F:  Alveare, Bridgwater Road, Dundry. –  "o objection  but disappoint-

ment that a better design has not been found for this application 

           09/P/1233/F:  93 Dundry Lane, Dundry; Convert existing garage to a dining room.  

                                 Erection of a new attached garage at second floor level with bedroom                            

.                                over at third floor level – "o comment 

           09/P/1177/F:  Colliters House, Bridgwater Road, Dundry; Erection of detached  

           garage with annexe over following demolition of existing single garage.- "o  

comment 

528.3  Applications Granted 

           09/P/0877/F:  1 Crabtree Lane, Dundry; Erection of two storey side extension. 

           09/P/0954/F  Hill View, Highridge Road, Dundry:  Erection of two storey  

                                 extension & alterations. 

528.4 Applications Refused 

           09/P/0758/LUP:  Flight Service Station, Bridgwater Road, Dundry; Lawful  

           Development Certificate. 

Cllr Thomas said that in theory this site was going to be used for servicing of cars while 

their owners were away. The cars would then be stored elsewhere. In practice there had 

been cars stored overnight, cars coming and going all the time and lights left on all night. 

"orth Somerset Council had rejected the application but an appeal was expected. He 

would continue to pursue this matter when the appeal was lodged 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTIO�: 

Cllr 

Thomas 

 

 

 



 

Dundry PC Meeting  02/09/2009   Page 7 of 7 

528.5 DownsFarm   

The Parish Council had written to North Somerset Council about a building which had 

recently been erected at Downs Farm. The owner said that this building was a repair to a 

building which had been damaged by a vehicle. However, it appeared that the building was 

on new foundations, possibly a different size and being used for a different purpose from 

the original. The NSC Planning Enforcement Officer had replied saying that without 

photographic evidence he was unable to take any action against the owner. There was 

concern that this implied that the officer doubted the word of the Council. 

It also appeared that the area being used for business activity was greater than that for 

which a Certificate of Lawfulness had been granted. 

After some discussion it was agreed that a further letter should be written to North 

Somerset Council putting on record that the Parish Council is not in agreement with the 

Planning Officer about the building and requesting clarification of the area for which the 

Certificate of Lawfulness was granted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTIO�: 

Clerk 

02/09/09 529 Finance/Clerk’s Report 

529.1  Financial Report/Clerk’s Time Sheet 

The Clerk presented an updated financial report which had been prepared by the previous 

Clerk, Julie Smith. The present Clerk did not have a Time Sheet for signing having only 

commenced work the previous day. 

529.2  Audit Issues: Julie Smith had spoken to the external auditors who had confirmed 

that there were no further queries on the audit of the 2008/2009 accounts and that the 

signed papers should be returned shortly. 

529.3 Approve Cheques Paid  
               C/N 100272 £57.00    Dave Nevitt (replacing C/N 100270) 

                 100273 £11.76    EDF Energy 

                 100274 £30.00    Chris Glover (replacement strimmer reel) 

                 100275 £187.81  ALCA (subscription 09/10) 

                 100276 £130.00  BJK Insurance Brokers (Community Cars) 

                 Signed at meeting: 

          100277 £120.00  Steve Tucker (Village orderly) 

          100278 £250.00  D. Hurford (work on Hill Road) 

          100279 £57.50    H Laux (printing of newsletter) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTIO�S 

Clerk 

02/09/09 530 Correspondence 
530.1   Avon Fire & Rescue Service – thanks for donation 

530.2   NSC South Area Committee – 12/08/09 

530.3   ALCA July Newsletter/Annual Report 

530.4   ALCA August Newsletter 

530.5   HSBC Bank Statement (x2) 

530.6   NSC Invitation to Chair to Annual Civic Service 04/10/09 

530.7   North Somerset Life Magazine 

530.8   British Telecom re Adoption of Telephone Kiosk 

530.9   NSC re Adoption of Telephone Kiosk 

530.10 Cllr Gregor re NSC Recycling Proposals 

530.11 ‘Fieldwork’ – CPRE Newsletter 

Correspondence received since notice of meeting: 

530.12 NSC invitation to Local standards Conference 

530.13 North Somerset NHS – Annual Public meeting 

530.14 ALCA – email reminder about AGM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTIONS 

Clerk 

 

 

There being no further business, the meeting ended at 10.40 pm. 

 

Copies of the full minutes of the meeting of Dundry Parish Council held on Wednesday 2
nd
 September 2009 

can be found on village notice boards, on the parish website or obtained from  

the Clerk, Mrs Judith Hoskin – Tel: 0117 9642804 

The next meeting of Dundry Parish Council will be held on Wednesday 7
th
 October, 2009 


