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DU�DRY PARISH COU�CIL 
Minutes of the Meeting of Dundry Parish Council 

Held on Wednesday 2
nd
 December 2009 at 7.30pm 

 
Chair: Cllr Kevin Smith  

In Attendance:  Cllrs Richard Thomas, Maggie Keast, David Hurford, Steve McCarthy, Bee Quick, Duncan 

Pittaway, Holger Laux, Mike Gleave 

District Councillor Hugh Gregor, CPSO Michele Barrett 

Clerk: Judith Hoskin 

No Parishioners were in attendance. 

 

02/12/2009 565 - Apologies:  

565.1 Apologies had been received from: Cllr Bee Peters, WPC Jackie McDonald, and Debbie 

Nicholls (DRAG)      

 

02/12/2009 566 - Chairman’s Introduction; 

566.1 The Chairman thanked Cllr Laux for chairing the previous meeting.  

566.2 Cllr Smith said he would also like to mention the death of Chris Glover which had 

occurred since the previous meeting. He said that Mr Glover would be very much missed in 

the village and by the Parish Council, on which he had served for several years, including two 

years as Chairman.  

Councillors observed a minute’s silence to remember Chris Glover. 

 

02/12/2009 567 Declarations of Interest: 

567.1 Cllr Laux declared an interest in item 579.1 (Lighting in Crabtree Close) 
 

02/12/2009 568 Crime Report for Preceding Month/�eighbourhood Watch 

568.1 Crime Report - CPSO Barrett reported that in the previous month there had been 5 

crimes in the Parish: 

1. Theft of a handbag left at a table in a licensed premises 
2. Burglary to an outbuilding – quad bike stolen 
3. House Burglary – walk in via an open back door 
4. Theft of gates – at the entrance to land and could have occurred at any time within the 

last 3 months 

5. Theft of car index plates 
At this point CPSO Barrett left the meeting 

568.2 �eighbourhood Watch Report:  

Cllr Smith read out Cllrs Peters’ report: Generally it had been quiet, but a handbag had been 

stolen from a house (see 3 above) during daylight hours, with the resident working in the front 

room.  

 

02/12/2009 569 Public Forum 

There were no parishioners present, but the following items had been brought to the attention 

of the Chairman and Clerk:  

569.1 On a recent cold night a sheet of ice had formed on Dundry Lane by the junction with 

Highridge Lane.  

Cllr Pittaway thought that this was because a drain was blocked higher up Dundry Lane. He 

would raise this with Phil Bush of North Somerset Council Highways Department. 

569.2 Footpaths: A parishioner had produced a map of footpaths in the parish, with details of 

stiles and signposts that needed attention. The clerk would pass this to NSC.  

 

 

 

 

Cllr 

Pittaway 

 

 

Clerk 

02/12/2009 570 �orth Somerset Council Core Strategy /Regional Spatial Strategy 

570.1 Core Strategy: Cllr Thomas reported that this had now been published for comment but 

as yet no hard copy had been received. He had, however, looked at the documents online and 

found that, as promised, the majority of new development was proposed for Weston-super-

Mare, and none for the area south of Bristol. If the Regional Spatial Strategy is approved NSC 

will have to prove that they have covered all options for housing so in the Core Strategy they 

have considered variations on the Ashton Park proposal but rejected them. 

Under the proposed Core Strategy no development at all would be allowed in Dundry on the 
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principle that residents already have to drive to reach most facilities and therefore development 

would not be sustainable. In the past the policy has been more flexible towards small-scale 

development to meet specific housing needs or for relatives of existing residents. Cllr Thomas 

noted that the population of Dundry was already ageing and there was a danger of ending up 

with an unbalanced community. 

 

Cllrs Thomas and Keast would prepare a response to this consultation, for which the closing 

date is 17
th
 February 2010. They would welcome input from other members of the council. 

 

570.2 Regional Spatial Strategy 

Cllr Thomas reported that the RSS was still on hold and was unlikely to be published until at 

least the New Year. 

 

 

 

 

 

Cllrs 

Thomas  

& Keast 

02/12/2009 571 South Bristol Urban Expansion ‘Ashton Park’– Planning Application 

571.1 Update and Arrangements for Public Meeting 

Cllr Thomas outlined the proposed programme for the meeting. It would be chaired by Cllr 

Smith and Cllrs Keast and Thomas, and Debbie Nicholls from DRAG, would each speak. The 

meeting would then be opened to members of the public, and any additional points raised 

would be added to the Parish Council’s response as an addendum. 

 

Cllr Thomas said that North Somerset Council had made it clear that they were against the 

proposed development. They did not expect to decide on it until March or April 2010. 

It was not too late to lodge objections.  

 

Cllr Gregor said that individually written letters carried more weight with District Councillors 

than pro forma responses. 

 

571.2  South Bristol Link: The consultation on this ends at the end of the year. Councillor 

Thomas had circulated his comments for consideration by Councillors. He noted in particular 

that this route for the link did not agree with the Ashton Park proposals. 

Cllr Gregor said the he thought that finance would be in place and that construction would start 

in 2015.  

Councillors were in agreement with the general principle of a South Bristol link and endorsed 

Councillor Thomas’s comments. Cllr Thomas would prepare the final response 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cllr 

Thomas 

02/12/2009 572 Dundry Residents Action Group – 
572.1 Apologies had been received from Debbie Nicholls so there was no discussion with 

DRAG.  

 

02/12/2009 573 Bristol International Airport  

573.1 Planning Application 

Planning Application: Councillor Thomas reported that determination of this application had 

been deferred until February 10
th
 2010 because NSC had not had time to consider the results of 

consultants’ reports which they had commissioned. These would appear on the website in due 

course and it would be possible to comment on them  

 

573.2 �oise Consultation: 

Cllr Thomas reported that the PCAA had prepared a detailed response to the BIA Noise 

Consultation which they had circulated to parishes. The gist of this was disagreement with the 

convention for measuring noise nuisance which is to average the noise created by individual 

aircraft and establish a level above which nuisance is caused. Provided this average level is not 

breached no nuisance is deemed to have been caused.  

The PCAA view is that each aircraft creates a disturbance, and that therefore more traffic 

creates more nuisance. 

Cllr Thomas would prepare a statement in support of the PCAA response.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cllr 

Thomas 

02/12/2009 574 Hinkley Point C Connection Project  

574.1 Before the meeting the Clerk had circulated correspondence from several parishes who 

were concerned at National Grid’s proposals for linking the new Hinckley Point C nuclear 

power station with Avonmouth.  
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Councillor Gregor said that District Councillors had been briefed on this. They had been told 

that there would be power cuts by 2020 if a new system was not in place. It was also needed to 

connect the wind turbines off the south west coast.  

There were three options proposed: 

• Run the cable along the sea bed in the Bristol Channel (by far the most expensive) 

• Retain the present pylons but replace the power cables with the higher voltage ones 

needed. 

• Erect new pylons. 

Cllr Gregor said that Cllr Elfan Ap Rees (Deputy Leader of NSC and Executive Member for 

Strategic Planning) was in favour of the sea bed option 

 

The Clerk was asked to write to Councillor Ap Rees in support of the sea bed option, copied to 

Yatton Parish Council. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 

02/12/2009 575 Report from District Councillor Hugh Gregor  

575.1 Cllr Gregor reported that he had attended the following meetings: 

Tuesday 10
th
 November – Audit Committee where the internal auditors had given the accounts 

a faultless assessment 

Wednesday 11
th
 November –South Area Planning Committee. Planning permission was 

granted for the new Winford Primary School. 

Thursday 12
th
 November – NSC School reorganisation Group. Extension of Birdwell School, 

Long Ashton from 250 to 420 places was agreed 

Friday 13
th
 November - South West Councils – Exeter. He had sent to the Clerk information 

about SWCs wish to see Parish Plans given weight in District Council decisions.  

Tuesday 17
th
 November – full Council meeting 

Friday 27
th
 November – NSC Standards Conference (see item 580.1) The conference had 

focused on procedures if anyone has a grievance against a council or individual councillors. 

The conference had been told that the most common complaints were about procedure in 

making grants, elections of councillors, disrespect of councillors towards each other, 

disclosure of confidential information, and failing to declare an interest in an item on the 

agenda.   

 

02/12/2009 576 Minutes of the Meeting of Dundry Parish Council – 04/11/2009 

576.1 The minutes of the previous meeting were signed as a true and accurate reflection of 

proceedings – Proposed: Cllr Hurford   Seconded: Cllr Thomas          

 

02/12/2009 577 Matters Arising 

577.1 Wall between Village Hall car park & 1 Crabtree Close: Cllr McCarthy had done 

further research into ownership of both the wall and the land to the east of it. He had found that 

the land round the Village Hall (including the car park area) had been sold by the Parish 

Council to the Village Hall Trust in 1988. It was therefore not the responsibility of the Parish 

Council. The conveyance of no 1 Crabtree Lane from North Somerset Council to the previous 

owners in 1996 gives details of the ownership of the wall and responsibility for its ongoing 

maintenance. It was agreed to send a letter to the owners of 1 Crabtree Lane and to the Village 

Hall Trustees informing them of these findings. 

The Chairman thanked Cllr McCarthy for his work on this matter. 

 

577.2 Parish Website – Details about councillors – the clerk had prepared a form for 

councillors to complete. Using information from this she proposed to create details for the 

website.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cllr 

McCarthy 

Clerk 

 

 

All 

 

At this point Cllr Gregor left the meeting  

577.3 Wildlife Survey – Grant application – Cllr Peters had reported to Cllr Smith that she 

expected a decision soon. The aim of applying was to provide a safe, well-signed footpath 

around the village to celebrate our viewpoints and our wildlife. To achieve this, work would 

need to be done on signs, stiles, installing kissing gates, seats etc.  

Information provided by a professional wildlife survey was essential to the project. The timing 

of this (best done in April/May) was not ideal for the grant for which had to be completed by 

March 31
st
. However, it would be possible to apply again next year.  
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Meanwhile there is work that can be done that needs the support and approval of local 

landowners and Dundry Walkers in particular. 

Cllr Thomas said that the Malago Valley Conservation Group had promised funds towards this 

project. The funds had originally come from the Dundry Hill Group which had been 

disbanded. It is proposed that these funds would be used to produce leaflets. 

It was suggested that the parishioner who had originally produced the book of Dundry walks 

should be approached, with a view to putting the walks on the website. 

577.4 Christmas Tree - Since the previous meeting a parishioner had offered to donate and 

arrange for transport of a Christmas Tree for the churchyard, so the problem was solved for 

this year.   

Cllr Smith suggested that as a more permanent solution the Parish Council might put money 

towards a rooted tree. Cllr Keast has already done research on this and found that it would be 

feasible. Councillors thought this was a good idea and the Clerk was asked to write to the PCC 

for their opinion. 

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 

02/12/2009 578 Parish Plan Report 

578.1 General – Cllr Laux reported that there had been a meeting of the Parish Plan 

Committee recently at which it was found that they were half way through the Action Plan. 

However, some of the outstanding items were quite substantial and new items had emerged. 

 

The next Newsletter was due at the end of February. 

 

The North Somerset ‘What’s on’ Newsletter was now on the website as the Committee had felt 

that this would be of general interest.  

 

578.2 Dundry Day – there were no new developments on this but it was hoped to arrange a 

meeting before the end of the year.  

 

02/12/2009 579 Streets & Open Spaces 

579.1 �ew Items: 

Lighting in Crabtree Close pedestrian access – request by parishioner 

Cllr Hurford had been asked by a parishioner if it would be possible to provide some sort of 

lighting on the approach to nos 19 – 24 Crabtree Close. This pedestrian access had become 

very uneven because of installation of services. It was not known whether other residents 

would also like to have lighting. The clerk was asked to contact NSC both about the lighting 

and the uneven surface. 

 

579.2 Update on Ongoing Items 

579.2.1 Dangerous bend on Dundry Lane – So far work had not started. Clerk to email NSC 

 

579.2.2 Ham Lane Drainage – Work had started and appeared to be progressing smoothly. 

The Clerk was asked to email Alan Ingersent about the way the ‘small stockpile of spoil’ had 

expanded to almost fill the village car park. 

 

579.2.3 A38 fingerpost/Road Signs – John Carson of NSC had referred the requests for signs 

to the Highways Department. 

 

579.2.4 Bus Stop Improvements – Work not expected to start until the New Year 

 

579.2.5 Play Area – Councillors were concerned about the possible implications of leaving 

the Village Hall gates open. Cllr Laux would ask the Play Area Group to consider alternatives 

for parking. 

During discussion of this item a question arose about scaffolding having recently been erected 

on the playing field for provision of temporary lighting for evening training on the football 

pitch. The cabling for this had been buried in the ground. Cllr Pittaway said that he would 

investigate this. 

 

579.2.6 Dog control measures – Village Hall Playing Field. The measures would probably 

come into force just before Christmas. Existing ‘Dogs on Leads’ signs would need to be 
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replaced and signs would be needed at the entrances. The Clerk was asked to inform the Sports 

and Social Club and the Village Hall Committee. It was also agreed to put information in the 

Parish News and the Parish Newsletter.  

 

579.2.7 Hill Road turning circle – Cllr McCarthy was concerned that no progress had been 

made with Hill Road generally. After some discussion it was agreed to pursue the option of 

CCTV and Cllr Laux was asked to bring the relevant information to the next meeting. 

  

Clerk 

 

 

 

 

Cllr Laux 

02/12/2009 580 Report on Local Standards Conference – 27
th
 �ovember 2009 

580.1 Cllr Laux had attended the North Somerset Council Local Standards Conference. (see 

also item 575.1) 

He reported that there are two levels of arbitration: 

• The �orth Somerset Council Local Standards Committee. This is for the types of issue 

highlighted by Cllr Gregor. In the past three years the committee has dealt with 

eighteen cases – ten against district councillors and 8 against parish councillors. This 

committee can impose various sanctions.  

• The Adjudication Panel for England – this is about to be replaced by a two-level 

tribunal. 

Cllr Laux undertook to review the Parish Council's complaints procedure, based on materials 

provided at the conference. 

The Chairman thanked Cllr Laux for attending the conference and reporting back.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cllr Laux 

02/12/2009 581  Planning 

581.1 Applications Received - None 

581.2 Applications Granted : 

581.2.1. 09/P/1524/F     50 Dundry Lane, Dundry - Erection of single storey rear 

                 extension following demolition of existing conservatory and              

      relocation of garage 
 

581.3 Applications Refused- None   

581.4 Appeal dismissed:  

581.4.1 APP/D0121/X/09/2109226  Flight Service Station, Bridgwater Road, Dundry; 

   Lawful Development Certificate.- Flight Service Station now closed 

581.5 Planning enforcement: 

581.5.1 09/P/1166/F:  Alveare, Bridgwater Road, Dundry - A parishioner had contacted the 

chairman to say that work  appeared to be continuing on this site despite planning permission 

being refused. The �SC Planning Enforcement Officer has confirmed that the building is being 

adapted to comply with a previous permission. He will shortly be visiting to check that the 

height of the building complies. 

581.5.2 09/0713/E:    Small Building on A38 – The new owners of this building apparently 
did not realise that they would need to apply for Change of Use permission to use it for 

storage. An application is awaited. 

581.5.3 Downs Farm – The Clerk had sent again to the Planning Enforcement Officer the 

Parish Council’s letter of September 29
th
. So far no reply had been received.  

 

02/12/2009 582 Clerk’s Report 

582.1 Clerk’s 13 week review - The Clerk had reached the end of her thirteen week 

probationary period. Councillors and Clerk felt that things were generally going well and it 

was therefore agreed that no further review was needed. 

582.2 Training – ALCA New Clerks course. Councillors agreed that the Clerk should attend 

an ALCA New Clerks training course on January 21
st
. the Clerk did yet have details but she 

thought that when previously run this course had cost about £30. 

A New Councillors course is planned by ALCA for 4
th
 March. Cllrs McCarthy and Laux both 

said they would like to attend. 

582.3 East Dundry noticeboard repair. The Clerk reported that she had had to do a 

temporary repair on the door of the East Dundry noticeboard as one of the joints had rotted and 

the door had fallen apart. Cllr Gleave would arrange for a permanent repair. It was also agreed 

that the Clerk could fix cabin hooks to the noticeboard doors to prevent them swinging in the 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cllr 

Gleave 
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wind when open. Clerk 

02/12/2009 583 Finance 

583.1 Financial Report/Clerk’s Time Sheet 

The Clerk presented the updated financial report. She was still awaiting receipts for the invoice 

from DRAG.  

Cllr Pittaway thought that for auditing purposes the DRAG invoice might be sufficient, 

although no VAT could be reclaimed without proper receipts.  The Clerk was asked to contact 

the internal auditor for his opinion. 

The Chairman signed the Clerk’s Time Sheet. 

583.2 Approve Cheques to be Paid 
100286 : £ 95.75 Cllr Laux – Printing of Parish Newsletter 

100287 : £357.21 - Judith Hoskin (November wages, stamps, Land Registry, McAfee) 

Proposed: Cllr Thomas, seconded Cllr Pittaway.                   

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 

02/12/2009 584 Correspondence 
1) NSC    Composting competition 
2) Yatton PC   Hinkley Point C Connector  
3) NSC    What's On 
4) Age concern Somerset  Annual Review Letter & Posters  
5) Wraxall & Failand PC     Proposed New High Voltage Distribution Corridor -                

'Fighting Fund'                                                                                                                      
6) Hugh Gregor   South West Councils - community Led Plans 
7) NSC    Town and Parish Council Development Control Workshop 26/11 
8) ALCA    Minutes of NS Group Meeting 14/10/09 
9) NSC    Standards committee 24/11/09 - agenda 
10) NSC    Register of Electors Available 
11) VANS    Skills, Worklessness & Employment Ebulletin No.8 
12) NSC    Request to use car park for temporary stockpile 
13) NSC    North Somerset Local Standards Conference - Revised  programme 
14) Cleeve Parish Council     Hinkley Point C connector - response (for info) 
15) NSC    What's on 27 November - 20 December 2009 
16) VANS    Voluntary Sector Forum 30th November 

17) NSC                                            North Somerset 'Insight' policy briefing number 1  
18) BEMS via Chew Magna Surgery Invitation for out of hours Patient Forum  
19) PCAA         BIA planning application - determination postponed 
20) NSC         North Somerset 'Insight' policy briefing number 150,  

                                                               26 November 2009 
21) Local works         Empowering Local Councils and the Sustainable  

                                                               Communities Act Amendment Bill 
22) Avril Baker consultancy         University of Bristol Long Ashton October 2009 consultation   

feedback report        
23) VANS                                          In-Step Ebulletin 16 - November 2009 
24) EDF energy          New pricing structure 
25) BIA         Invitation to Drop in session 15th December 
26) NSC         Christmas Waste Minimisation Campaign 
27) NSC         Streetscene 
28) PCAA         BIA Noise Consultation 
29) NSC         Core Strategy - Consultation Draft - Invitation to Join 

30) NSC                                             North Somerset Life 

 

There being no further business, the meeting ended at 10.20pm. 

 

Copies of the full minutes of the meeting of Dundry Parish Council held on Wednesday 2
nd
 December 2009 

can be found on village notice boards, on the parish website or obtained from  

the Clerk, Mrs Judith Hoskin – Tel: 0117 9642804 

The next meeting of Dundry Parish Council will be held on Wednesday 6
th
 January, 2010 

 

 


