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Dundry Parish CouncilDundry Parish CouncilDundry Parish CouncilDundry Parish Council    
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting  

held on Thursday 20th March 2014 at 7.30pm 
(These minutes are subject to approval at the next meeting) 

 
Chair: Cllr Holger Laux 
In Attendance:  Cllrs Ralph Gay, Gordon Murphy, Maggie Keast, David Hurford, Steve McCarthy, Jane 
Pellowe, Richard Thomas.  
District Cllr Hugh Gregor, PCSO Laura Wheeler 
Clerk: Judith Hoskin 
5 Parishioners were also present.  
 
APM/20/03/2014/1 - Apologies  
1.1. Apologies had been received from Councillors Nancy Jennings and Simon Fiddian, PC Peter 
Rooke and Claire Dyke (NSC Parish Liaison Officer)  

Actions  

APM/20/03/2014/2 - The Chairman welcomed all to the Annual Parish meeting  

APM/20/03/2014/3 - Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 6th March 2013  
3.1. The minutes of the previous meeting held on 6th March 2013 were signed as a true and accurate 
record of proceedings (proposed Cllr Keast, seconded Cllr Murphy) 

 

APM/20/03/2014/4 - Crime Report      
4.1. PC Rooke had sent the following crime report:  
 
‘The good news is that overall crime is down by 13% in Dundry for 2013 with burglary being down by 
50% last year. 
Theft from motor vehicles saw a reduction of 100%, due to no reported crimes of this nature in 2013. 
This is excellent news and has only been achieved by residents being vigilant and ensuring property 
is secured away. 
As always if you see anything suspicious call 999. 
Please let us know if there is anything of concern that you would like to talk about by contacting us on 
the 101 number or via our email addresses that can be found on the Avon & Somerset website. 
Residents are reminded to ensure their garages and sheds are locked and any property within is 
secured. There is an increase force wide of sheds and garages being broken into, with many 
mountain bikes being stolen’. 

 
Residents are asked to consider marking their property stored within these types of buildings by 
using either: 
www.immobilise.com or www.bikeregister.com 
 
4.2. PCSO Laura Wheeler had attended the meeting in place of P.C. Rooke. She said that staffing 
was slightly uncertain at present as PC Rooke was recovering from an accident and PCSO Pen 
Gatenby had been unwell. She said that the reduction in crime was particularly pleasing as it did not 
reflect the trend in other parts of the area where crime had increased.  
 
4.3. Neighbourhood Watch: Bee Peters said that she was standing down as Neighbourhood Watch 
Coordinator and understood that a volunteer had been found to take over. She thanked everyone 
who had supported her during her tenure. Cllr Laux thanked Mrs Peters for her work. 

 

APM/20/03/2014/5 - Chairman’s Report  
5.1. Cllr Laux reported as follows: 
 
‘Another year has passed and it is time to take stock and to report to our parishioners what their 
council has been doing on their behalf.  
 
If you have been reading our minutes, published monthly in the Parish Magazine, on the notice 
boards, the Web site and in the Chew Valley Gazette, you will be aware of most of the issues we 
have been dealing with and, rather than taking up too much of your time, I would just like to remind 
you of a few of the more prominent developments. 
 
As we have just heard, our parish continues to be an area of low crime rates but this does not mean 
that we should become complacent. There are always areas of concern and we are grateful for the 
support and continued good work we receive from our police force.  
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Many years ago, a neighbourhood watch scheme was set up in the village. It used to be run by Bee 
Peters who is now standing down from her co-ordinator's post. In her place, we welcome a new 
volunteer and her enthusiastic approach to help keeping this a safe and enjoyable place to live in and 
we look forward to working with her. 
 
On a similar development, we have been working with North Somerset on measures to make our two 
main through roads, Wells Road and Dundry Lane, safer. Signage has been improved and we are in 
the process of trying out a vehicle activated speed warning sign to make drivers aware of danger 
spots. 
 
In order to keep up with the general repair of our streets and open spaces, we continue to use the 
services of our village orderly and work closely with North Somerset area officers, keeping detailed 
records and trying to make our voice heard in these times of tight budgets and limited resources. 
 
With regards to our own budget, we are pleased to report that we were able to keep our precept 
frozen for the third year running, despite unexpected expenses for repairing notice boards, replacing 
broken grit bins and for taking on the Dundry Web site. 
 
This Web site had been maintained by a volunteer in the past but he moved away last year. It is a 
vital resource of information and communication in the community which we cannot afford to lose. 
The parish council has therefore decided to take it under its full ownership. Rather than opting for a 
full re-design, we are currently working on a gradual improvement and update. Of course, other 
village organisations and members of the public are invited to submit their content and/or help with 
further technical development.  
 
One regular item on our agenda are planning issues. We have received and commented on more 
than 20 planning applications over the past year. While we normally rely on the information given to 
us by the NS planning department and our own expertise, we make every effort to consult with the 
parish on larger projects, keep everyone informed and take comments from the public into account. 
Such projects included the final planning stages for the South Bristol Link Road, a proposed solar 
park on the southern slopes of Dundry Hill (for which we organised a public consultation event, but 
have not heard anything further from the developers) and a railing that the Sports and Social Club 
needs to install on the playing field (although not strictly a planning matter, it is a development of 
interest to the wider public). We have been dealing with complaints about various violations of 
planning regulations and worked closely with NS enforcement officers to resolve these problems. 
 
Some further issues we are currently dealing with, such as the re-organisation of electoral wards, 
offering regular first aid training, organising Dundry Day and possibly setting up a village orchard, are 
dealt with further down on today's agenda so I will not go into details right now. 
 
In doing our work for and within this parish, we keep close links with various other organisations, 
such as the Village Hall Committee, the Sports and Social Club, the W.I., the church (with which we 
set up a Christmas tree in a joint effort, however we admit that the display could be further improved 
in the future), with Dundry Pre-School and Dundry CofE Primary School, with an organisation called 
the North Rural Network organising activities for young people in the Chew Valley area, the PCAA, 
the Chew Valley Surgery  and our new village agent Lindsay Newman. 
 
All this work would not be possible without the commitment from all our parish councillors, each 
contributing to the tasks at hand with their own unique strengths and expertise. Although it has been 
a few months  already, at this point I would like to extend my thanks again to Bee Peters and Duncan 
Pittaway, who have left us after many years of service, and to welcome our new councillors Jane 
Pellowe and Gordon Murphy who have already proven themselves invaluable. 
 
I would also like to thank various people without whom this council would not be able to function, first 
and foremost our clerk Judith Hoskin who is doing a brilliant job in keeping track of all the different 
developments, keeping communication going and keeping us councillors on our toes (always in a 
friendly way, of course). 
 
Our links with North Somerset are well maintained through our Parish Liaison Officer Claire Dyke and 
our local district councillor Hugh Gregor who makes sure the rural parishes of Winford and Dundry 
are not forgotten in distant Weston-super-Mare. We are therefore all the more alarmed by plans to re-
organise electoral wards and possibly being represented by a less informed and committed councillor 
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in the future.  
 
Finally, I wish to apologise to anyone, whether an individual or organisation, that I failed to mention in 
this report. I feel very honoured to serve as your Chairman of the Parish Council and thank you for all 
your input and support’. 

APM/20/03/2014/6 - Financial Report and precept requirements.  
6.1. The Clerk circulated a summary of income and expenditure for 2013 – 2014 together with a 
projected income and budget comparison for 2014 – 2015 and a document outlining the amount of 
local council (i.e. parish) council tax payable by Dundry residents for different property bands.  
She said that the carry forward would be £5,430.00 This had enabled councillors not to raise the 
Precept which would remain at £9,000. The local council element of the council tax for a Band D 
property would be £22.89, and for a Band H property would be £45.77.  

 

APM/20/03/2014/7 - Report from District Councillor Hugh Gregor  
7.1.  Cllr Gregor introduced himself and said that he had been District Councillor for Winford ward 
since 2007. He reviewed some of the activity at North Somerset Council in the past year.  
7.2. Cllr Gregor said that cuts would be necessary until at least 2018 but the budget would be 
planned well in advance. The council had made savings of £63m in the last four years but still 
needed to find savings of an additional £37m. This was being achieved by finding other ways of 
doing things – outsourcing, tightening contract terms, sharing some services with other local 
authorities.  
7.2.1. The council also tried to intervene early with issues by investing money now to save money in 
the long term. For example, attention was being focused on a small number (120) of ‘high impact’ 
families to improve their health, educational attainment and reduce anti-social behaviour.  
7.2.2. Less waste is going to landfill and food waste is being sent to a treatment plant at Avonmouth. 
7.2.3. Money has to be saved on road repairs – consequently repairs, although scheduled, may not 
happen as soon as residents might like.  
7.3. North Somerset Council has a reputation as a high-performing low-cost council, very efficient 
and good at giving value for money. This has led to extra Government funding.  The ‘Greater Bristol’ 
Area (effectively the old Avon Area) is highly regarded by the coalition government. Funding has 
already been allocated for electrifying the railway line to London, refurbishing Temple Meads Station 
and re-opening the Portishead line.  
7.4. The South Bristol Link has received planning approval and work should start on site in spring 
2015. Cllr Gregor said that at the NSC planning committee which approved it he had been able to 
emphasise the concerns that Dundry Parish had over increased traffic on the A38 and the difficulty of 
exiting onto this road from Dundry Lane.  
7.5. The Government was encouraging development in Weston-super-Mare which was planned as 
the main centre for employment and housing in the district. Increased business activity would mean 
increased business rates which would now come to the local authority rather than going to central 
government.  
7.6. Cllr Gregor outlined various initiatives to help young people: 
7.6.1. Ready for Work – 600 young people had been guided into jobs or suitable training. 
7.6.2. Weston college was now renamed Weston University College and had received an 
‘outstanding’ OFSTED report 
7.6.3. There was to be a new NSC Enterprise and technology college (opening September 2015) to 
provide scientific and technical education for 14-19 year olds. 
7.7. Health – savings had been made by amalgamation of NSC and NHS care services. 21% of the 
population in North Somerset is over 65 (42,600 individuals). The national average is 16.5% but there 
is no additional funding available. Emphasis is on helping people to stay in their own homes 
7.8. There has been investment in websites so that people can find answers for themselves mor e 
easily. 
7.9. There are more than 240 looked-after children in NSC and the council is looking for more foster 
carers and hoping to speed up and modernise adoption processes.  
7.10. Q and A:  In answer to questions Cllr Gregor said: 
• He would find out how much money it was hoped to save by focusing on the 120 ‘high impact’ 
families 
• He was confident that some of the additional money promised by Central Government for road 
repairs would come the way of NSC 
• He would find out more detail about work on Broadoak Hill where a water main had burst. 
• He would find out the latest news on the housing allocation numbers in the Core Strategy which 
had been under review.  
7.11. Cllr Laux thanked Cllr Gregor for his report.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr 
Gregor 
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APM/20/03/2014/8 - Sports and Social Club Report and Accounts  
8.1. The Clerk read out a report from the Sports and Social Club in which they confirmed that the 
decision to let Withywood FC use the far pitch on Sundays was to help towards costs of pitch 
maintenance.  
The pitches were gradually recovering after the very wet winter.  

 

APM/20/03/2014/9 - Local Government Boundary commission – proposal for ‘Long Ashton’ 
Ward (Including Long Ashton, Dundry, Winford, Felto n, Regil and Barrow Gurney) 
9.1. Councillors explained to the parishioners present that the Local Government Boundary 
Commission reviewed councillor numbers and ward boundaries in each district council every ten 
years. They had recently been reviewing North Somerset council and concluded that the total 
number of councillors should be decreased from 61 to 50. This would result in changes to ward 
boundaries.  
At present Dundry is in a ward with Winford parish (which includes Felton and Regil). Because the 
overall intention is to reduce the number of wards in North Somerset the first proposals by the LGBC 
included grouping Winford, Dundry, Barrow Gurney and Flax Bourton parishes into a single councillor 
ward (Map A) This solution grouped parishes of a similar size with similar interests. However, the 
same proposal split the parish of Pill and Easton-in-Gordano whose residents protested loudly and in 
great numbers, hence Map B which reunites Pill and Easton-in-Gordano but puts Dundry in a two-
councillor ward with Long Ashton. 
The parish council had discussed this new proposal at their last meeting and concluded that it was 
not in the interests of Dundry parish to be in a ward with Long Ashton as it was considerably bigger, 
of a different character and the two councillors were likely both to live in Long Ashton and be most 
interested in the affairs of that village. Parishioners at the meeting agreed and there was unanimous 
agreement that Plan A (or a similar variant) would be the preferable solution.  
The Clerk was asked to circulate details and encourage parishioners to write to the Commission.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

APM/20/03/2014/10 - Proposal for Heartstart training for the village  
10.1. Over the previous months there had been discussion at Parish Council Meetings and in the 
parish about whether there should be a defibrillator installed somewhere in the village. After 
undertaking research the Parish Council had concluded that the village was too spread out for a 
defibrillator to be likely to be used effectively and would therefore not be promoting purchase of one. 
However, they would support any group/s that wished to go ahead and fund-raise. 
10.2. The Parish Council had instead talked to the British Heart Foundation about the possibility of 
having Heartstart Training in the village. This could be arranged for a small donation provided there 
were at least 10 people attending. Parishioners agreed that this would be a good idea and the Clerk 
was asked to find out more details. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

APM/20/03/2014/11 - Proposal for village orchard project  
11.1. A parishioner had suggested that the parish should have a village orchard. The idea was 
discussed with parishioners attending the meeting and the conclusion reached that there was no 
obvious site available and no great enthusiasm for the project. It was therefore decided not to pursue 
the idea.  

 

APM/20/03/2014/12 - Dundry Day  
12.1. Councillors said that there was no obvious focus for Dundry Day this year, and that there 
seemed to be several other events happening in the village in June. After some discussion with the 
meeting it was decided not to hold Dundry Day but instead encourage people to support the other 
events (Barn dance 7th June, Sports and Social Club fun day also 7th June, church tower open 14th 
June and Safari supper 28th June) 

 

APM/20/03/2014/13 - Public Forum  
13.1. There were no items for the Public Forum 

 

 
There being no further business, the meeting ended at 10.00 pm. 

Copies of the minutes of the Dundry Annual Parish Meeting held on Thursday 20th March 2014 can be found 
on the parish website (www.dundry.org.uk) or obtained from  

the Clerk, Mrs Judith Hoskin – Tel: 0117 9642804, email: parishclerk@dundry.org.uk 
 


