
DU�DRY PARISH COU�CIL 
Minutes of Annual Meeting of Dundry Parish Council 

Held on Wednesday 22
nd
 April 2009 

7.30pm in Dundry Village Hall 
 

Chair:                 Cllr Kevin Smith 

In Attendance:   Cllrs Maggie Keast, Jane Swyer, Bee Peters, Richard   

                             Thomas, David Hurford, Dave Nevitt, District Cllr  

                             Hugh Gregor & PCSO Michele Barrett                            

Clerk:                  Julie Smith 

Present:              6 members of the public and 2 members of Bakers Associates 

 

Apologies:   

Cllr B Quick & WPC Jackie McDonald.  

Representatives from Dundry Sports and Social Club & DRAG 

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Dundry Parish Council April 2008 

The minutes of the last Annual Meeting of Dundry Parish Council were signed as a true 

and accurate record. 

Proposed – Cllr Maggie Keast;      Seconded; - Cllr David Hurford. 

Crime Report for Preceding Year 

WPC McDonald had submitted the following crime report that was read out by PCSO 

Barrett: 

In the past 12 months, there have been 54 reported crimes in the Parish. This is a reduction 

of 34% on the previous year. In real numbers this means 28 fewer victims of crime. This 

is a big achievement for the Parish.  

Offences against homes and cars are the ones that cause the most personal distress, having 

looked at the crimes, items, particularly in cars, are still being left of show. i.e. tools, sat 

navs, mobile phones. Just by removing personal property can mean the chances of having 

a car broken into is significantly reduced. 

Shed/garage breaks are constant problem, and I would urge residents to make sure items 

are security marked and locked. Advice on locks and alarms can be obtained from our 

Crime Reduction officer PC Paul Morris.  

The yearly figures are broken done as follows: 

7 dwelling burglaries             2 thefts of cars 

13 thefts from cars                 3 non-dwelling burglaries 

8 bilkings                               4 criminal damage 

1 vehicle interference            5 thefts 

3 assaults                               1 going equipped to steal 

1 public order offence 

In total 16 people have been arrested and 11 prosecuted for offences above. 

In addition 6 people have been arrested and prosecuted for drug offences in Hill Road 

none of these were residents. 

Finally, I would like to thank the Council and all residents who have contributed to the 

fight against crime and for all the support I have been given. I look forward to another 

successful 12 months. 

Police Contacts numbers 

All emergencies 999 

All other calls  0845 456 7000 

To contact WPC Jackie McDonald 

        PCSO Michele Barrett 

        Mr Richard Stamp, Neighbourhood Watch 

        PC Paul Morris, Crime Reduction 

All are based at Nailsea Police station and can be contacted on 0845 456 7000 



The Chairperson thanked WPC McDonald and her colleagues for their continued support.  

An attending member of the public, Mrs Bridgstock, congratulated WPC McDonald on 

her recent community policing award. 

�eighbourhood Watch 

Cllr Bee Peters advised that over 200 homes in the Parish now receive the quarterly 

newsletter, thanks to volunteers who are very much appreciated. The newsletters are very 

informative and include lots of helpful advice and telephone numbers.  Some households 

in the Parish are still not receiving a copy of the newsletter, and volunteers are sought for 

these areas.   Cllr Peters thanked volunteer litter pickers who have recently reported 

suspicious activity to the Police.  

�orth Somerset Core Strategy/South West Urban Expansion (item 14 brought 

forward with unanimous approval) 

An exhibition of the proposed housing development had been set up in the village hall by 

members of developer, Bakers Associates.  Before bringing the attending representatives 

into the forum, Cllr Thomas reported on the continued total opposition of Dundry Parish 

Council to the draft Regional Spatial Strategy proposals for the development, including 

the formal objections to the RSS & to North Somerset Council’s related Core Strategy, the 

attendance of Councillors at workshops, a meeting with the Leader of North Somerset 

Council, three meetings with Liam Fox, MP, a public meeting held in Dundry and the 

Parish Council’s support of the Dundry Residents Action Group.  He concluded by 

confirming Dundry Parish Councils intention to continue to lobby against the urban 

expansion and to take whatever action is open to use to reduce the impact on our Parish, 

and of Dundry Parish Council’s support of a legal challenge (jointly with other bodies) if 

this is deemed possible. 

The Chairperson thanked Cllr Thomas for his report and for the work he and Cllr Keast 

have continued to undertake over the last year in opposition to the proposed development.  

He then invited questions from members of the public.  Parishioner Mrs Bridgstock 

thanked the Parish Council for their collective work in opposing the development 

proposals and another attending Parishioner asked why the development is necessary.  

There followed a general debate on the subject of the need for development/impact upon 

the surrounding area etc. 

Mrs Bridgstock advised the Council that the AGM of the Dundry Village Hall Trust was 

scheduled for the next night, Thursday 23
rd
 April and suggested that the exhibition boards 

brought along by Bakers Associates might be left in place – this was agreed. 

Matters Arising - none 

Chairperson’s Report 

This has been a good year for Dundry Parish Council. 

We can celebrate several achievements this year - the long awaited road repairs just 

outside of West Grove on Dundry Lane have at last been completed and I am delighted 

that North Somerset Council has approved the resurfacing of Dundry Lane from 

Highridge Road right through to the crossroads on Broadoak Hill.  The Parish Plan has 

been formally adopted and will lead the way to improvements and enhancements around 

the Parish and, I hope, to an increased sense of community. 

Already, litter picking volunteer groups have been established and have helped to make 

Dundry a cleaner place, and I am confident that this initiative will continue to make a 

difference to our surroundings. 

The village car park has received a small but effective make-over, making it a more 

pleasant environment for the many ramblers who park there before setting off on their 

walks. 

We have recently installed a new noticeboard in the Parish which can be found on the 

external wall of the Plev garage on the A38, and I would like to thank Mr LeVallaint for 

giving us permission to use this particular sight.  We have a sign for the village hall notice 

board on order, and this should be ready for installation soon.  This will announce Dundry 

Village Hall and feature the pre-school logo. 



We seem to have experienced low levels of crime over this last year, as I’m sure Jackie’s 

report will show, and I would like to take this opportunity to thank our Police colleagues 

for their continued support.  Oh! And congratulations to Jackie for recently being 

presented with a well deserved community policing award! 

Bristol International Airport continues to cause many of us concern and of course, the 

proposed development of around 10,000 houses along the A38 presents us with our 

biggest challenge yet.  For those of you who haven’t had chance to see it yet, we have an 

exhibition here this evening which shows the developers vision for the proposed 

development (thank you to Bakers staff for bringing this to us this evening). The 

formation of the Dundry Residents Action Group has helped enormously in raising 

awareness of the proposals, and I hope that we can continue to work together in our 

common opposition of the development. 

Finally, I would like to thank everyone involved in any way with Dundry Parish Council 

for their on-going support – the Councillors who voluntarily give up so much of their free 

time, the Parish Plan committee, DRAG, Mike Searle, Chris Glover, Steve Tucker, Cllr 

Gregor, the Clerk and other volunteers who have given the time in the past year – I very 

much appreciate your contribution in making Dundry a good place to live. 

Following the report, Mrs Bridgstock gave her thanks to Cllr Swyer for her work in 

planting bulbs around the Parish. 

Finance Report and Precept Requirements 

The Clerk distributed details of expenditure for the past year and the planned budget for 

2009/2010.  She was pleased to report that the Finance Committee had been able to apply 

for a precept equal to that of last year. Again, there is a healthy carry forward of funds 

from the last financial year, which after agreeing a ring-fenced contingency sum, the 

Parish Council will put to good use.       

Matters Raised by Parishioners 

Mr Bridgstock asked if the Parish Council were aware of the date of the resurfacing of 

Dundry Lane/Church Road/West Dundry Lane.  The Chairperson advised that the work is 

most likely to be undertaking in the August school holidays to minimise disruption during 

what will no doubt be a lengthy road closure.  In the meantime, North Somerset Council 

will be asked to fill the qualifying potholes on these roads. 

Parish Plan 

Cllr Laux gave a report on the development of the Parish Plan from it’s inception in 2007 

to the current developments.  Actions resulting from the Parish Plan questionnaire have 

now been suitably grouped and need lots of volunteers to help bring these many actions, 

all requested by Parishioners, to fruition.  He reported that a Parish Plan newsletter had 

been developed and would be distributed on a quarterly basis to all households in the 

Parish enabling all to be kept informed of developments.  The Parish Plan will be ‘re-

introduced’ to the community at the ‘Dundry Day’ planned for Sunday 7
th
 June 2009 and 

Cllr Laux advised that an on-line forum has been set-up to advance communication with 

Parishioners.  The Chairperson thanked Cllr Laux and the Parish Plan Committee for their 

continued work. 

Dundry Sports and Social Club 

The Sports and Social Club submitted a short report which was read out by the Clerk, 

together with their financial balance sheet for 2008/2009 and an amended balance sheet 

for 2007/2008, both of which were circulated for perusal.  The report included information 

on the continued problem of dog mess, although thanks were given to those dog owners 

who do pick up the mess – some however, are throwing the dog mess bags into the bushes 

and the club would appreciate it if this activity could stop.   They also reported on their 

intention to erect nets behind the goal mouths to lesson the balls going into back gardens 

and the maize field and apologised for any abuse given to neighbours by footballers and/or 

supporters.  They suggest that any such incidents are reported to them at the club house on 

match days. 

 



District Councillor’s Report 

Cllr Gregor began by commenting on the demonstration of willingness and energy 

displayed by Dundry Parish Council in their Parish Plan work and setting up of the on-line 

forum, thus seeking to improve communication with Parishioners. 

He hoped that the Parish Council continue to feel that they are benefiting from his election 

to office and gave a report on his activities over the last year, detailing the support and 

help given to the Parish Council over the last year.  Cllr Gregor advised that North 

Somerset Council have listened to complaints regarding the poor state of the roads and 

have appointed a new highway maintenance contractor, Balfour Beatie.  He has assisted 

and represented Dundry Parish Council in Planning issues and has worked alongside Cllrs 

Thomas & Keast with matters involving Bristol International Airport and the South West 

Urban Expansion.  He gave a brief overview of his involvement on various North 

Somerset Council committees and gave his positive view on the overall effectiveness of 

North Somerset Council.   

The Chairperson thanked Cllr Gregor for his report and a member of the public 

congratulated North Somerset Council on the refuse collection service – Cllr Gregor will 

pass this on. 

Community Transport Scheme 

Cllr Quick was not in attendance due to illness, so a formal report was not presented.  

However, Cllr Gleave advised that he is aware of only three volunteer drivers currently 

operating – John & Mary Ogborne and Sheilah Da Silva, and gave thanks to them for 

giving up their time.  An attending member of the public came forward to volunteer, along 

with her neighbour, as a driver and the Clerk arranged to take her contact details. 

The Chairperson thanked Cllr Quick for her continued work on this invaluable scheme 

and the volunteer drivers without whom, the scheme could not exist. 

Bristol International Airport 

Cllr Thomas reported that Dundry Parish Council continues in its membership of the 

Parish Council’s Airport Association (PCAA), taking an active part in its executive 

management and attending regular meetings.  Meetings with BIA management have taken 

place over the last year, in order to voice continued objection to the scale of the proposed 

expansion of the airport and Dundry Parish Council have submitted a detailed comment 

on BIA’s pre-planning application consultation, and attended subsequent follow-up 

meetings with BIA management.  He reported that a request raised for a cap on night 

flight air movements will be agreed by BIA although no limit has yet been set.  Cllr 

Thomas advised that major concerns remain on traffic & congestion, car parking 

enlargement, noise, pollution (including the effect on climate change) and encroachment 

into the green belt and further advised that BIA’s claims on the economic benefits and job 

creation associated with the expansion, will be questioned.  Finally, Cllr Thomas reported 

on concerns on how North Somerset Council intend to deal with the BIA planning 

application and the possibility that NSC will not raise adequate concerns on basis that the 

Government will allow the expansion to take place regardless of what action is taken.  Cllr 

Gregor undertook to make further enquiries regarding the planning application and will 

report back.  An attending Parishioner asked if it is likely that the current economic 

downturn and the reported cash flow problems at the airport will prevent the expansion.  

Cllr Thomas replied that BIA had informed the PCAA that they would raise cash from 

private investors and a short discussion on the airport, including flight paths, followed. 

The Chairperson thanked Cllr Thomas for his report and his continued work on this 

matter. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting ended at 9.00pm.  Copies of the full minutes of 

the Annual Meeting of Dundry Parish Council (including reports) held on Wednesday 22
nd
 

2009 can be found on village notice boards, on the parish website or obtained from the Clerk, 

Mrs Julie Smith - 0117 978 4209. 

 


